VOLUME FORTY-SEVEN

. = 77 Page 103 .



| Do Not Know

2 | do not know what next may come
Across my pilgrim’s way;
| do not know tomorrow’s road,
Nor see beyond today.
But this | know:

= ‘;{ my Savior knows
% The path | cannot see,
L L And | can trust
‘4 His wounded hand
)\ Toguide and care for me.

I do not know what may befall
If sunshine or if rain;

| do not know what may be mine
Of pleasure or of pain.

But this | know: my Savior knows
And whatso’er it be,

Still I can trust His love to give
What will be best for me.

| do not know what still awaits
Or what the future brings;
But with the glad salute of faith
I hail its opening wings!
For this | know: that in my Lord
Shall all my needs be met,
And | can trust the heart of Him
Who has not failed me yet.
Author Unknown




ANSWERS TO PUZZLES

=N

10.
11.

12.
13.
14,
15.
16.

. That he would have Paul brought to

. They intended to lie in wait and kill him.

. next day; judgment seat; Paul.

. They laid many serious complaints against

. the law; Jews; the temple; Caesar.

. “You have appealed to Caesar? To Caesar

Vense Seanck — 47 (from page 29)

Jerusalem for trial.

Paul, which they could not prove.

He asked if Paul would be willing to go to
Jerusalem to be tried; he was wanting to do
the Jews a favor.

“l stand; Caesar’s judgment seat; judged”.
Offended; death; object; dying; no one;
deliver me; them. appeal; Caesar.

shall you go! Jonah

King Agrippa and his wife Bernice.
That it was not the custom to deliver an accused person to death without
bringing him face to face with his accusers and hearing his defense.
Questions; religion; Jesus; died; Paul affirmed; alive.

With great pomp and with the prominent men of the city.

That Paul was not fit to live any longer.

Nothing worthy of death.

Festus needed a statement of “cause” as to why he was sending Paul to
Caesar, and he asked Agrippa to hear his case and then to help him
decide what should be written and sent along with Paul.
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THE CHURCHES OF CHRIST SALUTE YOU

(RoOMANS 16:18).




Wha€ Must
[ Do

€o Be
Saveod?

Jesus’ answer is:

"He Wwho believes and is
baptized will be saved;
but he who does not believe
wili be condemned”
(Mark 16:16).

But some people ask,

the thief on the cross?™

Let's think about that thief:
What did he call Jesus? “Lord”.
What did he ask Jesus to do? “Remerhber me when

you come into your kingdom”\{Luke 23:42).

How did the thief know enough about Jesus tq ackrowiedge
Him as “Leord”, @ven though both he and Jesus wele dying?
What did the thief know about Jesus’ “kingdom{'? Where
did he gain the knowledge that even death would nat prevent
Jesus from beginning His kingdom? Because of wegk faith, all
the disciples had forsaken Jesus, yet, even in the facg of death,
the thief confessed his faith in Jesus as Lord and beli¢ved that
He would “come into his kingdom”, ’
Obviously, the meeting on the cross was not their figst! The
thief had an astounding kncwledge and faith!
And don’t forget that Jesus’ new law did not come inlo effect
until His death (Colossians 2:14), so He could save the thigf any
way He chose. Since His death, though, we must obey His will.




“God is not a man, that He should lie,
Nor a son of man, that He should repent. Has He said, and
will He not co?
Or has He spoken,
and will He not make it good?”
{Numbers 23:19).

“...in hope of eternal life which God, who cannot fie,
promised before time began”
(Titus 1:2).

“He who rejects Me,
and does not receive My words,
has that which judges him —
the word that | have spoken will judge him
in the last day.
For | have not spoken on My own authority;
but the Father who sent Me gave Me a command,
what | should say and what | should speak.
And t know that His command is everlasting life. Therefore,
whatever | speak, just as the Father has told Me, so | speak”
(John 12:48-50).

What did Jesus teach..say...do?
He taught about HIS kingdom (Matthew 13).
He said He would build HIS church (Matthew 16:18).
He bought HIS church with HIS blood (Acts 20:28).
He said that HIS church will be HIS glorious bride
(Ephesians 5:27).

Inthe New Testoument, neither God nov
Jesus aunthoriged mony chuches,
denominations, culty, creeds, heads of
chuwrches, Gospels, ov ways of wovship.

Remember: GOD DOES NOT LIE. When men add to His
word or pervert it, HE WILL NOT HONOR WHAT THEY SAY.




EDITORIAL

JESUS AND
THE APOSTLES
CONDEMNED
RELIGIOUS ERROR

J. C. Choate
Editor-in-Chief

Brethren often grow weary of
fighting rcligious error. They won-
der why se much of their preaching
and tecaching must deal with nega-
tive matters.  Some even go so far
4s to rationalize that most people
are sincere and want to be saved, so
surely the grace of Geod will cover their errors just as we expect it to cover
our own shortfalls.

As muoch as we may regrel the religious error of our day, and abhor hav-
ing to deal with it in condemnation, we must realize that false (eaching has
been a part of the world scene since the Garden ol Eden. 1t will always
plague us, and we have no choice but (o conlront it and condemn it if we are
{0 please the Lord.

How did JTesus deal with the religious error of His day? Did He tolerate
it? Did He ignore it? 1id He cxcuse it? Did He rationalize that those peo-
ple were sincere in their hearts and should be leli alone?

Jesus described those who were teaching and practicing religious error
as hypocrites {Matthew 6:1-8) when they were giving alms and praying pub-
licly merely to be seen by others.

What did Jesus mean when He sald, “Not evervore that saith unto me,
Lord, Lovd, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven: but he that doeth the will
of my Father which is in heaven.

“Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in
thy name? and in thy name have cast out devils? and in thy pame done many
wonderfil works?

“And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you, depart from me,
ve that work iniguitv” {Matthew 7:21-23).

A




In the scenario Jesus created of the judgment, the souls who were
protesting seemed to be sincere, religious people who had tried to do the
Lord’s will, in order to go to heaven. The trouble was that they had never
obeved the Lord, und so He could not recognize them as His, as being a part
ol His family, the church. In their disobedience (regardless of how sincere
they might have been), was the grace of God sufficient to save them?

No! Instead, Jesus said plainly that they were workers of imquaty, and
e tumed them away from heaven’s gate. Do we know of any today who
would it 1Tis descraption? [f we have our eyes and ears open, we see many
who are rchigious, who call upon the Lord’s name, but who are not living
according to the written will of the Father, Therefore, they cannat go to
heaven, Any or all of us may disagree with that judgment, but Jesus
Himself is the Onc whe has pronounced it.

Christ said, “For many shall come in my name, sayving, Tum Christ; and
shall deceive many” (Matthew 24:5). Was He pleascd with thesc people,
even though they were speaking “in /Tis name "7 13d He hold out any hope
for them under the banner of the grace of God? Did He condemn them
plainly? Tf Jesus condemned false teachers in His day, would He not do the
same teday? And are we not compelled o follow His example for our time
and for our particular brands of deceivers?

The apostle Paul said that we must “...mark them which cause divisions
and offences contrary to the doctrine which ve have learned, and avoid
them. For they that are such serve not our Lovd Jesus Christ, but their own
belly; and by good words and fair speeches deceive the hearts of the sim-
ple” (Romans 16:17,18).

Now, why would Paul make such a disagreeablc sounding statcment as
that? Wouldn’t the grace of God have covered such people? Afier all, they
were evidently giving the appearance of “serving owr Lord Jesus Christ”, so
they were probably members of the church, Did that make their divisive
and self-serving spirit tolerable to God? Evidently not. And neither will
His grace cover such people today. Paul says, rather, that we should mark
them and avoid them because they are not actually serving Christ.

And what happens to us, if we don’t obey the command Lo censure peo-
ple — ¢ven brethren — who are in error? Can God's grace cover us in our
disobedience?

Paul said to the Corinthian Christians, “Now { beseech vou, brethiren by
the name of aur Lord Jesus Chrisi, that ve all speak the same thing. and that
there be no divisions among vou, but that ye be perfectly joined together in
the same mind and in the same judegment” (1 Corinthians 1:1). He went on
to say that it had been reported to him that there were divisions among them,
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that some were saying that they were of Paul, of Apollos, of Cephas, and of
Christ.  He then asked, “Ts Christ divided? Wag Paul crucified for you, or
were you baptized in the name of Paul?  Of course Christ was not divided,
Paul had not been crucified for them, and they had not been baptized in the
name of Paul. Necither had these things been done in the name ol Apollos or
Cephas. Therefore, the conclusion was that they should be united in Christ,

In Galatians 1:7-9 Paul wrote to his brethren in Galatia, *f marvel that
ve are so soon removed from him that called vow info the grace of Christ
unio another gospel: Which is not another: bul there be some thal trouble
vou, and would pervert the gospel of Christ. But though we, or an angel
from heaven, preach any other gospel unto vou than that which we have
preached unto vou, let him be accursed. As we said before, so say T now
again, If any man preach any other gospel unto vou than that ve have
received, fet him be accursed.”

Did vou hear what Paul said? He declared emphatically that there was
but one gospel, and that he had preached that gospel to them. Then he said
that if he should preach another gospel, or even il an angel from heaven
should preach another gospel, that they would stand condemned. Would
that not be true today?

There is vuly one gospel (Mark 16:16) today. But what il we preach
another gospel, and what about all of those in the religious world who preach
other gospels? Will God net condemn all who do that? And does He not
expect us loday to stand with Him in condemnation ot those who are preach-
ing another gospel? But whart if we join them instead? IF we felfowship them
in teaching error, will we not also share in their condermnation by God?

My brethren, do we not realize that we are engaged in a great war
today? We must oppose and fight Satan and all of his army of unbclicvers,
falsc (eachers, and worldly people, Thercfore, we must “be sfrong in the
Lord, and in the power of hix might” (Ephesians 6:10).

Paul continued with his description of a soldier in the Lord’s army:
“Put on the whale armour of God, thar ve may be able lo stand againsi the
wiles of the devil. For we wresife not against flesh and blood, but against
principalities, against powers. against the rulers of darkness of this world,
against spivitual wickedness in high places. Whervefore take unto vou the
whole armour of God, that ve may be able to withstand in the evil dov, and
having done all, w stand.

“Stand therefore, having vour loins givi about with trath, and having on
the breastplate of rightousness, And vour feet shod with the preparation of
the gospel of peace; Above afl, taking the shield of foith, wherewith ve shall
be able to quench all the firev darts of the wicked And take the helmet of
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salvaiion, and the sword of the Spirit, Praying always with all praver,
watching thereunto with all peyvseverance and supplication for alf saints..”
{Ephesians 6:11-18).

Now those verses sound like we arc soldiers in a deadly war, don’t
they? All around us are well-meaning people who find lault with us for
looking on the religious world in such a negative way, but as loving and as
kind as we may be, they are not going to be pleased with us as long as we
preach the truth and condemn error.

Paul said to Timothy, 7 charge thee therefore before God, and the
Lord Jesus Christ, who shall judge the quick and the dead at his appearing
and his kingdom; Preach the word, be instant in season, out of season;
reprove, vebuke, exhort with all longsyffering and doctrine. For the time
will come when they will jot endure sound doctrine; buf afier their own lusts
shall they heap to themselves feachers, having itching ears; And thev shall
trn away their ears from the truth, and shall be twrned unio fables™ (2
Timothy 4:1-3). Do you know of anyone who fits these descriptions, either
of standing for the truth or of having “itching ears™ and turning away [rom
the truth? Where do vou stand?

The apostle John said, “Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the
spirits whether they are of God: Because many false prophets are gone out
into the world” (1 John 4:1). if therc were false prophets ¢ven in the days
when the apostles werc alive to cxpose them, how can we think that there
arc no false tcachers today? And it they hated and killed the Lord and His
apostles, how can we expect them o fecl kindly toward us when we teach
what they taught?

As you read through the Scriptures, if you will begin to take particular
note, you will find that there arc hundreds and hundreds of statements which
speak of false tcachers, and countless warnings against listening to them.
Satan is at the root of all such error, inlent on confusing people so that they
won't recognize truth when they hear it,

In this age of mass communication, when books can be written and
printed in the millions, and when radio and television can cover the world,
false teachers have more scope than cver before. Their purposce is 1o lead
humanity to follow themselves — to follow the religious lics of which Satan
is the father. How sad it is; — but how much sadder, still, that many in the
Lord's chwrch have decided they prefer to compromise rather than to stand
firmly with the Lord on TRUTH.

Will it be that, instead of standing as sentinels on guard for Truth, we
oursclves will be deceived by Satan’s Hes and lalse teachers, so that we will
lose our souls along with others? God help us to be strong in the {aith. e
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ASSOCIATE EDITORIAL

“THERE IS A
FAMINE IN THE
LAND”

Byron Nichols

Many centurics ago God spoke
through His prophet Hosea and said,
"My people are destroved for lack of
knowledge " (Hoscu 4:6). There is no
doubt al all as Lo what kind of know-
Iedge He had in mind. e became
quite specific when He stated that the
people had “forgotten the fow of vour God”. Could it also be said by the lord
that s people today are facking in the knowledge of His law? The answer is
painfully obvious.

The church of Christ is currently expericneing much of the same turmoil
and unrest thal is presently troubling many other religious groups. Instead of the
cty — “What does the Bible have to say?”  the frequently-heard call is —
“This is what we want. Others are deing this and we want to, too.”

It may wcll be that it the Great Physician were to examine His patients and
consider the symptoms, ITis diagnosis would be, “You are sutfering from spiri-
tual maknutrition. 1t 1s no wonder that you weaken and tire so casily - - you arc
nol taking in cnough spiritual nourishment to provide the strength and vitality
necessary for adequate spiritual health.”  Without partaking of encugh of the
“bread of lile” {God’s Word) to sustain ug, we are going to be susceptible to
becoming infecled with ailments that we would otherwise be able to withstand if
only we had been inoculated with the preventive powers of the inspired Word of
our Physician.

However, it isn’t enough 10 just identily a problem and then forget about it.
We must iniliale a plan for controlling the problem. il not totally eliminating it,

Every Christian most [Irst of al] accept personal responsibility for his or her
own spiritual condition. We must acknowledge the fuct that we make our own
choices, including those choices relative to whether we grow spiritually, whether
we develop and mature spiritually. Our diet must give preforence to that which
is pure and unadulicrated, so that we “wmay grow therehy vnio salvation” (1
Peter 2:2).




ASSOCIATE EDITORIAL

The apostle John urged, “Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the
spirits, whether they are of God; because many fulse prophets have gone out
into the world” (1 John 4:1). Reflecting upon this admonition causes us to won-
der just how we might be able to test or try the “spirits” {teachers, ete.) as 1o
whether they are {ruly of God. Witheuwt any desire to be unkind or insulting, the
answer 1s very simple. It is found in Acts 17:11, where many Jews of Berca
“were more noble-minded than those in Thessalonica, in that they received the
word with all readiness of mind, and searched the Scriptures daily 10 Jind out
whether these things were so.” There's the answer. These Bereans were nol
cven Christiang yet, but prior o their conversion to Christ, they were “testing”
or “trying” the spirits, the spirits in this instance being Paul and Silag (verse 10).

The New Testament containg much tcaching that each one of us will be
held individually accountabic for our life. Notice particularly Paul’s declaration
in 2 Corinthians 5:10 - - “For we must all appear before the judsment seat of
Christ, that each one may receive the things done in his body. accor dmg to what
he has done, whether it is good or bad. "

In spite ol the truth just stated, those who are elders, or shepherds, or over-
seers, will have to give an account not only lor themsclves, but, in addition, they
will bear the awesome responsibility of having to give an account for those
undcr their care, as is shown in Hebrews 13:17 -~ “Obev those who have the
rile over you, and submit yourselves, for they watch out for vour souls, as those
wha must give account....” These men are o “Shepherd the flock”™ and serve
“as overseers” (1 Peter 5:2). They are to “take care of the church of God” (1
Timothy 3:5b).

Elders, de vou know your {cachers and preachers, really know them? Do
you know what they believe regarding matters of doctrine? Do you know, real-
Iy know what the teachers teach? Do vou and your fellow clders frequently
attend the various classes Lo observe both the tcachers and siudents? If a teacher
1s found to be teaching error, or at least planting questionable ideas in the minds
of class members, is this matter dealt with by the elders?

[t may well be that there has never been a greater need for conscientious
and godly elders than exists today. We need to pray fervently that God will give
us mighty men of valor who will “stand in the gap " (Exckict 22:30} and faith-
fully leed the tlock and constantly guard the Nock from any potential danger.

Christians, let's feed on God’s Word in order that we may be spiritually
healthy, and elders, please help us all to be fed appropriately whilc assernbled
together for study and worship. i}
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RHINGS |
CANNROR DO

Dan R. Owen

One of the great myths of the
scientific age is the infinite ability
of man. 1t is proclaimed that we
“boldly go where no man has gone
before.” We belicve there is no dis-
easc which cannot be conguered, no
feat of cngineering which cannol be
accomplished, and no phenomenon
which cannot be explained. That
we control our own destinics is
almost axiomatic in our sociely,
never mind the fact that it sn’t true.

Biblical theology sees man as
much more impotent than does
maodern scicnce. Man is not in
complcte or ultimate control. Ged
is in control, Most of the Bible is
about the will and the working of
God, not the accomplishments of
man. Man’s rele is to trust and
obey God. To put all of this in per-
spective, it is helpful to reflect on
somg things man cannot do.

1 cannot control life’s circum-
stances. Though man may tem-
porarily contrel an environment in a
scientific cxperiment, there are too
many variables in the universe for
man to maintain control. Life can

12

change completely in an instant. In
spite of our best plans and prepara-
tions, we somelimes cxperience a
flood, a fire, a lomade, 4 hurricane,
a deadly disease, the loss or chang-
ing of a job, or the death ot a loved
one. Though [ cannol centrol life’s
circumstances, I can depend on God
to carry me through them.

1 cannot control the behavior of
other people. This is why God said,
“each oae shall give an account of
himself to God” (Romans 14:12). 1
cannot makce another person live
morally or obey the Gospel. T can-
not control the way my husband, my
wife, or my employer acls. T cannot
control fellow church members. |1
can only make my own choices and
trust God to judge me and others
according 1o His truth.

1 cannol alter the predetcrmined
will of God. Ged has an elernal
redemptive plan which is realized in
Christ. Human choices do not alter
God’s plan for redecmption, or His
moral will, or Ilis religious will.
Al T can do 1s scck to conform to
God’s will as Tlc has revealed it,
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and then trust Him to keep His
Promiscs.

[ cannot make myself accept-
abic in God’s gight. This is true
because [ am sinful. T have sinned
and 1 will sin again. Because of sin
1 deserve spiritual death. [ am
hopeless before God without Jesus.
No amount of good works can satis-
fy the guilt of my sin or pay its
penalty. All I can do is trust in
Christ and obey the Gospel so that [
can receive God's free grace, 1T
must trust God’s plan of salvation
and trust Him to forgive.

I cannot aveid the inevitability
of death and decay. There is,
according to the wise man of old, a
time to die. All the health food 1

may cat, the excreises I may do, and

the medicines I may take will not
change this. T cannot change my
mortality, but [ can trust God to
carty me through death, 1o accept
the payment of Christ’'s blood for
my soul, and to welcome me into
His presence for all eternity.
Thinking about what we caanot
do makes us feel helpless. But it
also reminds us that we have a great
Helper. If a person simply trusts
God and ITis Word, and seeks to
follow God’s will, that person can
depend on God to do all the things
he/she cannot do. So, trust God,
and don't worry about what you

i

cannot do. i

Dan R. Owaen is the preacher for the
Broadway Church of Christ in
Paducah, Kentucky, USA,




GoD

“For this is God, Owr God forever and ever; He will be our guide even
to death” (Psulm 48:14). Tach person must have a saving knowledge of
God. An unknown God will never be loved, trusted, served, nor wor-
shipped. The foundation of our faith is belief in Thim . for he who comes
to God must believe thar He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who dili-
gently seek Him™ (Hebrews 11:0),

Understanding some atfributes of God should deepen our faith in [Tim.
“Now acqueaint vourself with Him, and be at peace; Thereby good will come
foyvou” {Job 22:21).

GOD IS SELF-EXISTENT: “For as the Father has life in Himself, so
He has granted the Son (o have life in Tlimself” (John 5:26). God 15 not a
crealed being. He is Creator (Genesis 1:31), He has no beginning and no
ending. Heis the great “f AM™ of Exodus 3:14,

14
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GOD 18 ETERNAL: "Bur the Lord shall endure forever; He has pre-
pared His throne for judgment” (Psalm 9:7). God has always existed and
always will exist. He is the cverlasting Father and He offers to mankind
etarnal life { Hebrews 5:8-9).

GOD IS INFINITE: God is the alt-knowing, ever-present, all powerful
ruier of heaven and earth! He is omnipresent (ever-present) (Psalm 139}
He is omuiscient (knows cverything) (Danicl 2:22). Tle is omnipotent (all
powerfuly (Matthew 19:26). Serve Him!

GOD IS IMMUTABLE (UNCHANGEABLE): “For I am the Lord, 1
do not change” (Malachi 3:6). Neither God’s essence, attributes nor Tlis
counsel is changeable. He remaing forever the same true One, unchangeable
in His goodness and truth.

“There is beyond the azure blue, a Ged, concealed [rom human sight, He
tinted skics with heav’nly hue - — and (ramed the worlds with His great might.
There was, a long, long ime age, a God whose voice the prophets heard, He
is the God that we should know, who speaks from Iis inspired word. Secure
18 life from mertal mind, God holds the germ within TTis hand, Tho” men may
search, they cannot (ind, for God alone does understand.  Our God, whose
Son upon 2 tree, a life was willing there to give, That He from sin might set
men free, and evermore with Him could live. Therc 18 a God, Ile is alive, in
Him we live, and we survive; From
dust our God created man, He is our

God, the great [ AM!™

Because God is God it makes
sense lo obey ITim. To become a
Christian you must hear His word,
the Gospel in the New Testament
(Romang 10:17); belicve that Jesus is
His Son (Hebrews 11:6); repent of
vour sins (Lukel3:3); confess your
faith in Christ (Matthew 10:32); and
be baptized in water {or the forgive-
ness of your sing (Acts 22:16).

There is a God in heaven. Why
not obey Him? i

Charles Box works with the Walnut
Street Church of Christ, in Greenville,
Alabama, USA.
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Treagures in Heaven

Someone has figured out
that if the “widow’s mite”
had heen invested in a sav-
ings account it would now
be worth $4,800,000,000,
000,000,000,000. Think of

what can be done by God if
we invest ourselves in the
lives of those who need us.
God pays much better divi-
dends than 4% compound-

ed semi-annually. “._.lay
up for yourselves treasures
in heaven” (Matthew 6:20).
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Forgive

Jack W, Carter

Being godly means having
godly qualitics. We can never be alt
that God is, but we are cxpected w0
be like Him to the best of our abili-
ty. Godliness manifests itself in
human conduct, This is because He
indwells us when we keep His com-
mandments (see John 14:23),

I love John’s revelation about
love in the fourth chapler of his first
epistle:
Guod, but if we love one another,
God lives in us and His love Is made
complete in us” {verse 12). Loving
the way God loves is elevated much
higher than we may rcalize. To cap-
ture the height and depth of God’s
love, we must study Him carefully
as He is revealed through His word.

The prophet Micah was con-
temporary with Isaiah. Both proph-
csied about the incvitable punish-
ment in store for God’s people
because they stubbornly refused to
turn from their sins. In the final
chapter of the book of Micah, we
read about a renewal for God’s peo-
ple once the punishment had taken

“No one has ever seen

place. [ find great comlort in the
way Micah reveals God to us:
“Whao is a Gaod like you, who par-
dons sin and forgives the fronsgres-
slon of the remnant of his inheri-
tunce? You do not stay angry forev-
er hut delight to show mercy. You
will again have compassion on us:
vou will tread our sins underfoot
and hurl all our iniguitics into the
depths of the seq” (Micah 7:18,19),

I am glad that our God is so
quick to {orgive. Actually, that is
our only hope. Then, to lorgive n
the way God forgives is an addition-
al blessing to us. Hc doesn’t par-
tially forgive, hanging on to rescnt-
ment and wallowing in residual hard
feclings. Ile “treads our sins
underfoot” and “hurls all ouwr inig-
uities info the depths of the sea.”

We have a lot to learn about
loving and lorgiving the way Geod
docs. Being godly is quite a chal-
lenge, isn't it? s

Jack W. Carter is a preacher living in
Castle Rock, Colorado, USA.

Forgiveness saves the expense of anger, the high
cost of hatred, and the waste of energy.
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Rick Cunningham

t the end of his lile, Moses

tried to get the people to reflect
on all the things God had done for
them, He said, “dsk now about the
Jormer days, long before your time,
from the day God created man on
the earth; ask from one end of the
heavens to the other. Has anything
s great as this ever happened or
has anything like it ever been heard
of? Has any other people heard the
voice of God speaking out of fire, as
vou have, and fived? Has any god
ever tried to take for himself one
nation ouf of another nation, by
testings, by miraculous signs and
wonders, by war, by a mighty hand
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and an outstretched arm,
or by great and awesome
deeds, like all the things
the Lord your God did
for vou in Egypt before
vour very eyes? You
were shown all these
things so that you might
know that the Lord is
God: hesides him there is
no ather” {Deuteronomy
4:32-35).

But Moses did not
know the whole story. In
time, God would become
flesh and live among
men. Jesus, God incar-
nate, would speak {or the
Father. He would draw a
spiritual, cternal king-
dom out of the world, by
testings, by miraculous signs and
wonders, by conficts, by a gentle
hand and an outstrctched arm, and
by a greal and awesome sacrifice on
a Roman cross.

Goad, through Moses, did some
amazing things to garner men’s
faith. But through Jesus, He made it
clear once and for all thal He loves
us, that He is willing 1o forgive us,
and that He will save us cternally i
we will put our faith in Him. "“The
Lord is God!  Besides Him theve is
#0 other.” K}

Rick Cunningham preaches for the
14th & Main Church of Christ in Big
Spring, Texas, USA.
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NASA and Evolution

Bill Dillon

NASA’s latest interplanctary probe was o Mars, and a host ol picturcs
showing us the red planct ¢lose up was the result. The namc of the
unmanned lander was Beagle 1L For those who do not know, the eriginal
Beagle was the name of Charles Darwin's ship which carricd him to the
Galapagos Islands in search of & way to explain the origin of the warld with-
out uging the Bible version of creation. Alter Darwin’s journey he wrote
Origin of the Species (1859}, which suggested “natural selection™ as the
explanation for earth’s life forms, instead of God.

The point is, modern day NASA is going to Mars with the same mative
that Charles Darwin had in sailing to the Galapagos Islands. NASA is try-
ing to confirm evolution! Why else call the Mars lander Beagle 117 11 is
unfortunate that NASA is using multiplicd millions of U.S. taxpayer dollars
to try and prove the unprovable.

The dilemma for NASA evolutionists is obvious. [f they accepl the
Bible account of creation, they must also accept the moral code found in the
same Bible! It scems NASA evolulionists are willing to go to extreme
lengihs (o avoid accepting the truth of Holy Scripture; that truth was siated
long ago:

“By the word of the Lovd
were the heavens made;
and afl the host of them
by the breath of his mouth.
For he spake, and it was
done; he commanded,
and it stood fast”
(Psalm 33:6,9)

Eill Dilion is the editor of Gospel Gleaner and preaches for the Lord’s church in
Walnut Ridge, Arkansas, USA.

You can buy education,
but wisdom is a gift from God.
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Y. 7. Albvight
and the Bible

Hershel Dyer

William F. Albiright remains to this day among the greatest of all schol-
ars in the lield of oriental archcology. Tle was Professor of Semitic
Philology at Tohns Hopkins University and was the Director of Oriental
research in Jerusalem. The work of Albright in the special ficld ol Biblical
Archeology has made his name to be endeared by all believers in the Holy
Seripturcs,

From the standpoint ol scientific inquiry, Albright showed an unbiased
investigation for truth. Perhaps no scientist ever considered 4 proposition or
hypothesis more cautiously than did Albright in his archeclogical studics
and conclusions. Here are a few of his obscrvations on the Scriptures.

Concerning his work and that of others in the study ol persons and
places connected with Biblical cvents, he wrote:

“It is only when we bepin to appreciate the Bible adequately in its
human side that we can fully appreciate its greainess as the inspired
revelation of the Fternal Spirit of the universe.”

Though he spent much time in critical observation of the pottery and
vestiges of very ancient civilizations, his discerning scrutiny of the New
Testament period is of extreme value, While many of his scholarly peers
sought to date the New "T'ecstament writings aller (he [irst century, Albright
was quite adamant in acknowledging their first century origin. “We can
already say emphatically that there is no longer any selid basis for dating
any book of the New Testament after about A D. 8(3.”

In an article which appeared in Christianity Today (1-18-63} he gave
lis explicit view of this matter. “lo my opinion, cvery book ol the New
Testament was writlen by a baplized Jew between the forties and cightics of
the first century A.10.”

Whilc our faith in the Bible as the Word of Ged does not rest upen the
stated judgment of any man, scholar or not, the support of this view by such
a man as Willlam ¥. Albright cannot help but be encouraging. T

Hershel Dyer is a gospel preacher living in Tulsa, Okiahoma, USA.
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Does It Make Ony Difference?

Ralph Hunter

Many ask the question, “Does il
make any difference?” about the
length ol the “days™ spoken of in
Genesis 1,

There are three distinct areas of

thought that come to mind as we
consider this question. The [irst is
the thinking of the “Evolutionist”
who simply says that there is no
God. ' We will not concern ourselves
with this idea in our present study.
The next is the thinking of the
“Theistic Evolutionist”™ who
believes that, indeed, there is a God
but that the davs of Genesis 1 were
extremely long periods ol time
which He used to accomplish cre-
ation through an evolutionary
process. Unfortunately, we have
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some very well-known brethren
who hold this idea.

The third group is called
“Creationist” which holds strongly
1o the belief that the days of Genesis
1 were 24-hour periods of time.

Docs it really make any differ-
ence which view one takes, as long
as one accepis that there is God?

Consgider the following
thoughts carcfully, First, both the
Theistic Evolutionist and the
Creationist belicve that there is a
Creator. This being the case, we
would logically want to go to that
Credalor’s message to learn about
ITim. The apostle Peter writes,
“Knowing this first, that no prophe-
ey of the scripture is of any private
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interpretation.  For the prophecy
came not in old time by the will of
man: but hotv men of God spake as
they were moved by the Holy Ghost”
(2 Peter 1:20,21). Just before this
slatement, Peler, in verse 3, madc it
plain that everything pertaining to
life and Goedliness has been given lo
mankind by the very power of the
Divine. Was there somcething left
out of the scriptures that would have
io be filled in by man’s thinking? 1f
there was, Peier’s statement in verse
3 is wrong, because he declared that
we have all things that we need in
order to be right before the Father in
heaven.

any section of scripture contradict
another section,

With these points in mind, con-
sider the lollowing: By the same
imspiration rom God, the prophet
Moses wrote Lthe creation story
(GGenesis 1:14.13), and it was by
the same inspiration rom God that
the prophet Jeremiah declared that
the promise of God for a new
covenant would be assured as long
as the ordinances of days and nights
existed {Jeremiah 31:31-36).

Jercmiah also called upon the
same logic concerning the promisc lo
King David:  “ff you can break my
covenant of the duy, and my covenan{

We dare not add to or subtract anything from God’s word, or

make any section of scripture contradict another section.

The Aposile Paul (his writings
arc noted as being scripiure in 2
Peter 3:15,16) states in 2 Timothy
3:16,17 “All scripture is given by
inspiration of God, and is profitable
Jor doctrine, Jor reproof, for corvec-
fion, for instruction in righteous-
ness: that the man of God may be
perfect, throvughly furnished unto all
good works” Tn chapter 2 and verse
15 of that same book he points out
that “study™ (giving diligence,
NKJV) is the way we come (o
approval as a workman in the word.
We dare nol add to or subtract any-
thing from God’s word, or make
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of the night. that there should not be
dary and night in their season; then
may also my covenant be broken with
David my servant, that he should not
have a son to reign upon his throne;
and with the Leviles the priexts, my
ministers. "[RIV] "I my covenant af
dav and night stand vot, and if | have
not appointed the ordinances of
heaven and earth; then will [ cast
away the seed of Jacob and David
my servant "[TASV] Jeremiah 33:20,-
21.25,26a).

In the New Testament book of
Hebrews, chapter 8, the wriler says
the promise of Jercmiah 31 was



EVIDENCES

kept in Christ. In Luke 1:32,33, that
promise (made in 2 Samuel 7:53-17)
coneerning (he throne of David was
kept in Christ. Did Jeremiah leave
any doubi that the “day and night”
was anything but that which you
and T understand to be a 24-hour
period? Did the writers of Hebrews
and Luke not have the same concept
of a day as the prophet Moses?
LeC’s turn our attention to some
words ol Christ as we consider the
length of “day™ as mentlioned in
Genesis 1. Jesus is quoted by
Matthew in chapter 19:4 as saying,
“Have ve not read, thal He which
made them at the beginning made
thent male and female?” Of course
our Lord was calling His listeners
back to Genesis 1:27. Was there a
male for several thousand years
wilhout a femalc around? Was
there a long period of time in which
it was right to put away the wife or
was lhe very “beginning” {men-
tioned in Matthew 19:8) the sanic
beginning as in versc 47 Was the
Word {that is, God made flesh) so
confused as to leave His listeners
with a false concept about the time
it took lor mankind to be made?
Again, in Matihew 12:40, our
Lord is quoted as saying that as
Jonah (Jonah 1:17) was in the belly
of the fish [or three days, so would
the Son of Man be in the heart of the

earth for the same pertod of time. [

the Savior was able (0 usc the writ-
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ings of old in an accurate way 1o
tcach about His time in the tomb,
would He be so carelcss or unin-
formed as to mislead His followers
aboul the time involved in creation?

And if the message of Jehovah
as written by his “holy apostles and
prophets” (Ephesians 3:5) was not
accurate concerning those things of
creation, how can we be certain of
the events thar are wrilten about the
end of the world? We nced to
remember that Jesus commanded
his apostles to teach those things
that He had taught them (Matthew
28:20}  Are we sure of the writing
of Peter and Paul when statements
arc made. such as, .. dav of the
Lord will come as a thief in the
night in which the heavens shall
pass away with « greal noise, and
the elements shall melt with fervent
heat, the eavih also and the works
that ave therein shall be burned up ™
(2 Peter 3:10%, and “Behold, | show
vou a mystery; we shall not all
sleep, but we shall afl be changed,
in o moment, in the twinkling of an
eye, at the fast trump ™ (1 Corinthi-
ans 1:51,52a)?

We must ask the question, “Did
the Lord of heaven and carth give
these apostles an accurate descrip-
tion about the cnd of the world, but
not about the beginning?” s it in
the power of thc Almighty to bring
all the physical creation (heaven and
earth) to an abrupt end, but not in
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His power to create it in the short
time that is declared by Moses?
Beloved, the important question

Christ” (Romans 14:10b) and “For
we must afl appear before the judo-
ment seat of Christ; that every one

i all that is written is not accurately inspired, recorded and un-

derstood, how can we have any assurance about our salvation?

is not simply concerning the length
of days of creation, but the accura-
¢y of all that has been made
known to us by God! We read in
Genesis 1:26,27 of mankind being
made in the image of the divine
{“let us make man in our imuge
..Sa Gad created man in His own
image, in the image of God created
He him, male and female created
He them”i. We are (old in 3:6 of
the transgression of man (“..she
took of the fruit thereof, and did eat,
and gave also unto hev hushand
with her; and he did eat”j, and then
in 3:15 of the hope (...t shall
bruise thy head, and thou shall
brisise his heel”) 10 overcome the
result of that sin. If all that is writ-
ten is not accurately inspired,
recorded and anderstood, how
can we have any assurance about
our salvation?

II'[ cannot be sure of the great
story of redemption and the salva-
tion from my sins, can [ be sure ol
the consequences of coming before
the Divine in judgment. Paul stated
by inspiration, “For we shall all

stand before the judgment seat of
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may receive the things done in the
hody, according to that he hath
done, whether it be good or bad” (2
Corinthians 5:10).

Angther thought that must be
considered: if one cannot accept that
the Lord accomplished ITis creation
i §ix-24 hour periods, how do we
understand His deseription of the
destruction of His creation. Do the
passages that deal with the end of
the world rcally mean a sudden
destruction, as the words say, (1
Corinthians 15:51,52 and 2 Peter
3:10-12), er will the Lord use bil-
lions of ycars (0 complete this?

Indeed it does make a dillerence
how we understand the scheme of
redemption, and how the Lord car-
ricd it out and how this old world
will end. In the same way, what we
believe concerning the Biblical
record of God’s creation of the world
makes a tremendous difference.

The ultimate question is: Do T
accept the Lord’s revelation, or do 1
not? ¥

Ralph Hunter preaches the Gospel in
Tulsa, Oklahoma, USA.
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SO Syribute to the (RBible .

A.Z. Conrad w%%

Century follows conry — there it stands.
i
Fmpires rise and fall — there it stands. 3

Dynasty follows dynasty  there it b'[d.lldb

Despised and torn fo pieces — there 11 stands,
Storms of hate swirl about it — there il stands.

Atheists rail against it — there it stands.
- there it stands.

Agnostics smilc cynically
Profane punsters caricalure it — there it stands.
Unbhelief abandons it — there it stands.
lhghu crities deny ils inspiration —- there it stands, ]
Thunderbolts of wrath smile it -— there it stands.
The flames are kindled about it — there it stands. ;1
The arrows of hate are discharged against it — !
there it stands.
Radicalism rants and vaves agamst it
Inlidels predict its abandonment — there it stands,
The tooth of time gnaws but makes no dent in it —
there it stands. -

Modernism tries to explain it away —

}
i
there it stands. .
Well did Moncrief say:
g\ “The Book of God will stand sccure - %

there 1t stands

When the sun and stars decline:
Its ageless truths will sull endure 3
To prove its Source divine.” MM_%"«‘:,
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The Only Safe Guide

John Thiesen

What is the safe gaide {or our
life? There are several on which
people depend Lo get to Heaven, but
there 15 only one that will acteally
get them there. Sadly, many arc
duped into following false guides
along the way.

Somc Follow Their Heart

Many say, “If | just feel right in
my heart, P'm all right.” But the
Bible teachcs thal one’s own hearl
cannot be trusted! The prophet
Jeremiah said, “The heart is deceit-
Jul above ol things... " (Jeremiah
17:9). Solomon, the wisest man
who ever lived said, “He that
trusterh in his own heart is a fool”
(Proverbs 28:26), From these state-
ments we lean that the heart left to
itself as a guide will lead a person in
the wrong direction.

“Inner Light” as a Guide

Others say, “Just follow your
inner light.” This supposes that God
has placed spiritual understanding
within each ol us and that all we
have to do is plumb its depths, like
miners digging for gold. But again,
Jeremiah said, “The way of man is
HOL in himself; it is rot in man that
walketh to direct his steps”
(Jeremiah 10:23). This was why an
external revelation from heaven was
nceded. The light was not in man

already and he required a lamp fo
show the pathway to heaven for him.
The Conscience as Guide
“Let your conscience be your
gutde™ 15 o popular saying. Saul of
Tarsus was living in all good con-
science belore (God when he was
persecuting Christians, because he
thought in his heart that he was
doing it for God's sake (Acts 23:1;
26:9). But his conscience was igno-
rant, atd he was actually opposing
God while thinking he was doing
right (1 Timothy 1:13,15),
God’s Word the Only Safe Guide
The only sale, infallible guide
for living [or God and preparing lor
heaven is the Bible. “And that from
a child thou hast known the holy
scriptures, which are able to make
thee wise unto salvation through

faith which is in Christ Jesus” (2
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Timothy 3:15). This is the divine
revelation senl down [rom the God
of heaven containing His will for us
and the light from above which can
illuminate our minds, guide our feet
into paths of righteousness, and sce
us safely through this dark world to
the City of Light on high. T
John Thiesen is invelved with the
Spanish translation of The Voice of
Truth International and preaches for

the church of Christ in Buffalo,
Missouri, USA.
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he subject of the authority of the Bible is one of the most important

issues of this or of any day and age. Which way that question is decided
will ultimaiely be the key faclor in the spiritual existence of any person or
group of people. This is not simply a grandiose statement. If the Bible is
God’s authority, then the matter is setiled as 1o what influence will goide
and direct one’s life. 1t is true that questions of inierpretation and applica-
tion will follow, yet thal is another, though closely rclated, subject. But if
the Bible is not authority, then what it says is unimportant, [t becomes
nothing more than a curiosity, and an anctent onc at that.

The authority of the Seriptures needs to be understood within the larger
context of “God’s Word™. That Word has been historically manifested in
three signilicant ways. First, it has been revealed in His dircet, spoken
word, This is nowherc better illustrated than in creation itsell. “Gaod said...
and there was...” is a formula repeated for cach of the six creative days.
The absolute authority ol God’s spo-

THE
AUTHORITY
OF
SCRIPTURE

David Deffenbaugh
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ken word is irrcfutable, as demon-
strated in His ability to bring into
cxistence that which was previously

nonexistent, by merely speaking the -

words,

Second, God's Word was
manifested in the flesh. So John
affirms, “dnd the Word became
Aesh, and dwelt among us...” (John
1:14). Jesus, as that Word, also
cxemplified abselute authority,

delve into the proofs of inspiration,
the assertion stands that there is
more than adequate evidence to
establish the truthfulness of
Scripture’s ¢laim to be inspired by
God. The point is this, if (and in
reality, since) the Bible can be
established as being the written
Word ol God, il carries equal
authority us God’s audibly spoken
word and as God’s Word mani-

First, God’s Word has been revealed as His spoken word.
Second, God’s Word was manifested in the flesh, in the form

of Jesus Christ.

Third, God has given us His word in written form, the Bible,

That demonsiration came in numer-
ous remarkable forms: He spoke,
and naturc oheyed (Mark 4:41); Tle
spoke, and the dead heard and
obeyed (John 11:43); He spoke, and
spirit-beings obeved (Mark 1:27).
And, of course, near the end of His
time on earth, He proclaimed, 44
authority has been given 1o Me in
heaven and on carth” (Matthew
28:18).

Third, God’s Ward has been
manifested in written form. At
this point the critical question
beeomes that of the inspiration of
Seripture. The issue of inspiration
is all aboul where the Bible came
(rom: is il {from God or from man?
While this article is too brict to
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fested in the flesh as Jesus Christ.
The only question that remains
is, when will man submit to the
Bible’s absolute authority? ‘Fhat
submission can come now as people
choose to obey God’s revealed will,
thus laying held of His greal
promisc of salvation. Or, they may
decide to wait until the judgment of
the last day (John 12:48). Regard-
less of when we acknowledge Him,
the Scripiures slale in emphatic
terms that one day cvery knee will
bow and every tongue will confess
to God’s Lordship and authority
(Romans 14:11). F

David Deffenbaugh preaches for the
South College congregation in Tah-
lequah, Qklahoma, USA.
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“The deceiver of the whole

world” {(i.c., Satan, Revelation
12:9), the one who is “the farher of
fies” (John 8:44). has employed
every cunning device (o underming
and attack the Bible through the
years. The devil is relentless in so
doing because he knows the crux of
the whole matter revolves around
how people view the Scriptures.
Satan, through false teachers,
has convinced millions that there is
no absolute standard of truth. What
our forefathers understood lo be
cither black or while has in recent
times been painted gray. People are
told that there arc no clearly defined
lincs of right and wrong. Morality,
and rcligious doctrine also, have
been relegated in the minds of most
1o be a “gray zone” of relativity.
Pcople believe what they want to
believe and do what they want to
do. It is as in the days of the Judges
when “every mon did thor which
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was Fight in his own eyes” (Judges
17:6).

The tragedy is that so many
gullibly swallow Satan’s deceiving
paison through his pawns that [eed
it 1o them. Thus, they are without a
spiritual anchor, being tossed to and
fro on perilous seas, and battered
from reel to reef of doctrinal
untruths, They drift into deep and
dangerous waters of doubt and
skepticism. They walk in the dark-
ness, having been deluded by Satan
into thinking that they have greater
spiritual insight. How sad!

To all who will listen, I cry oul,
"“There is a standard of truth given
by God — the Bible is His Word (2
Timothy 3:16,17)! And the Word of
the Lord will judge all men in the
last day (John 12:48)! Please, please
believe it, because it is so!” K

Maxie B. Boren is a gospel preacher
living in Bedford, Texas, USA.



Supply the
missing infor-
® mation from
L, Lhe book of Acts,
chapter Lweniy-
five, NKIV,

1. When Festus, the new Roman governot,
went up to Jerusalem, what favor did the high
priest and chief priests ask of him? (Vs. 1-3).

2. What was their plot? (V. 3).

3. When Festus returned to Caesarea, "the
. itting on the , he com-

manded _to be brought.” (V. 8).
4. What did the Jews do? (V. 7).

5. Paul answered, “Neither against . cofthe
, nor against . nor against _____ have | offended

in anything at all.” (V. 8).

6. What question did Festus ask Paul, and why? (V. 9}.

7. Paul answered, *__ at . N
where [ ought ic be VL 10).

8. He explained further, “Foriflaman_____, or have committed
anything deserving of . I do not fo ; but
if there is nothing in these things of which these men accuse me,

to__ . .| io

. How did Festus answer Paul? (V. 12).
10. What other notable ruler heard Paul's case? (Vs. 13,14).

11. What did Festus say about the custom of the Roman government
regarding an accused person? (V. 16).

12. Festus said that the accusers had “some against him
about their own , and about one, , who had
s WhOm to be "{V.19),

13. How did Agrippa and Bernice enter the court? (V. 23).

14. What had the Jewish leaders cried out? (V. 24).

15. Festus said that he had found (v 25

16. What did Festus ask King Agrippa to help him do? {(Vs. 26,27).
[See inside of back cover for answers.]
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“There Is
one faith” (Ephe-
sians 4:5).

The world
terribly confused in
its religious views
and ideas, One does nol have
o be very wise to know that
this is truc. Some appear to
like it this way and will con-
tend that it is a good thing,
because it gives one the right of
multiple choice. He then can
choose, they argue, whatever
may satisfy his conscience or please
him most.

The question, howcever, is not
that ol pleasing man — it is rather a
matler of pleasing God. We must
keep in mind that (Fod has made /is
choice. We are to be interested in
God’s choice. The Scripture now
betore us teaches “owe faith”. 1 is
singular. 1t does not allow a mulii-
ple choice that is acceptable 10 God.
The “one faith™ is the same thing as
“the faith”. “The faith”, as it is

s
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usced in the New Testament, encom-
passcs the entire Christian system,
In writing of this to the church, Jude
savs, “Beloved, when I gave oll dili-
gence o write unto you of the com-
mon salvation, it was needfid for me
to write unio vou, and exhort vou
that ye should earnestly contend for
the faith which was once (or once
for ally delivered unto the saints™
(Judec 3).

Please examine with care the
statement, “contend for the faith”.
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It is not suggested that one should
contend for many faiths. To do so
would be conlusing, contradictory,
and absurd. Yet, this is the very
thing that is don¢ by multitudes
today when they insist that “one is
just as good as another”™. Timothy

same text, “There is one faith.”
This 1s also true! Fhere is just onc!

~ Proper interpretation demands that

is urged o “Fight the good fight of

Saith” (1 Timothy 6:12), not the
good fight of many faiths, Paul
wrote that he had “kept the fuith”
(2 Timothy 4:7). With dedication,
devotion, and zeal, the apostle to the
Gentiles renounced the old law and
embraced the New Covenant, and
thus was completely loyal Lo “the
Jaith” for which he cventually gave
hig life (2 Timothy 4.7 8}

we understand there is “one foith”
just ag we understand there is “one
Spirit”.

Our Savior saxd, as He met with
His disturbed and uncertain disci-
ples shortly before His death, "Ye
believe in God, helieve also in
Me..T am the way, the truth. and
the life: no man cometh unto the
Father, but by Me” (John 14:1,6).

If indeed Christ is the way, the
truth, and the life, how could there
possibly be more than onc faith
acceptable in the eyes of the Lord?
Why should there be more than one

on |
pBerotall

Tt is surely beyond debale that
God intends thai there should be
only one faith — one great system,
plan, program of redemption and
salvation. It is not of man’s cre-
ation or of man’s design. 1t did noi
come from the councils of men or
the minds of men, The Ffaith, the
one faith, had its origin in the mind
of God, and it is designed by Him
for man's good and God’s glory.

The Bible is ils own best inter-
preter. We take note that Pavl had
said, “There is one Spirif.” This is
irue and arouses little, if any argu-
ment from any quarter. From the
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faith? The world has often been
shocked and moved to digbelief
because ol the divisiveness of many
faiths, Familics have been divided,
communitics have been “al war”,
and cven nations have been rocked
1o their very roots by such division.
All of the world has been injured
spiritually by man’s disregard of the
plain teaching of God’s Word.

As there i3 one body, one hope,
one Spirit, onc Lord, one baptism,
and one God, so there is ong faith, ¥
Charles E. Cobh was editor of Tenne-

ssee Valley Christian, and is now
deceased.
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Jesus Christ,
the Eternal
Sacrifice

Betty Burton Choate

i Our Response

In a thorough reading of the Scriptures we see the continual preparation,
built layer on layer, providing finally the open way for man to be reconciled
10 God. The physical penalty for sin has been paid in the death of Jesus;
ihe spiritual commitment has been made, binding [Tim with mankind and
making possible our sonship with God through ITis Sonship,

It is all there, laid out before us and sufficient 10 cover our every need.
But, on the other hand, the blanket of forgiveness doesn’t cover every
human. How do we appropriate it for ourselves? How do we, individually,
respond to God? John 6:45 says,

“..everyone wha has heard and learned from the Father comes to me.”

Among the world’s population, not all really learn from the Father's
message, 2 Thessalonians 2:14 teaches,

“He called you by our gospel....”

So, the Father’s message — the gospel - calls to our hearts. Whal 1s
the gospel? Ttis detined in | Corinthians 15:3.4 as:

“..Christ died for our sins according ro the Scriptures, and that Te was
buried, and that e rose again the thivd day according to the scriptures....”

The Commitment
Some people hear the message and reject it.
Others hear, and its call cuts their hearts. Their responsc is an outpour-
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ing of emotional love toward God,
accompanied by the desire to submil
their will to His. They have reached
a turning point in their lives, and
they know it.

Sadly, many mistakenly believe
that fheir change of hcart and the
happiness they feel because of thetr
new love tor God are evidences that
they have experienced forgiveness
of their sins and have been born
spiritually into the tamily of Ged.

serve sin any longer.

But, supposc Christ had
stopped with the mental commit-
ment in the garden. Reflect back Lo
that time: His struggle was over; He
was at peace with Himsell. Does
this not describe many hearts today
when they turn to Him in love, with
the desire te be a forgiven child of
God? Tf He had stopped then, there
would have been no ¢ross, no shed
blood, no atoning price paid for

Does a change of heart, in the sinner, mean that he is forgiven

by God? Does God require that he do more?

No doubt, the turning point, the
moment of commitment, is a ¢rucial
part of the process of salvation,
When, in our study of the
Seriptures, can we see a parallel
event? Isg it net in the Garden of
Gethsemane when Jesus reached the
poinl of ultimate commitment to
man, when He struggled to submit
to the will of God cven though it
meant the horror of being made sin?

Just as He had to face that deci-
sien, and either choose us or reject
us, jusl as He had to submit com-
pletely o God’s will, cach of us has
to face that decision, We must
choose God as our Father or reject
Him. We¢ must bring our human
wills under submission to Him.  As
Christ chose 1o bear our sins, we
must choose to allow Him 1o take
them from us, with the desire not o
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sin, no way made possiblc for us
to hecome the children of God,

In the samc¢ manner, thosc who
stop at the point of their own per-
sonal commiiment never go through
the process of dying to sin and
being buried with Christ and then
being resurrected with Him.

Dying with Christ

How do we emulate Christ in
ITis death for us? Romans 6:17,18
tells us:

“But God be thanked, that ye
were the servants of sin, but ye have
abeved from the heart that form of
doctrine which was delivered vou.
Being then made free from sin, ve
became the servants of righteous-
ness.”

Thus, we kear God’s message,
which is the death, burial and res-
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urvection of Christ. The power ol
His love calls to our hearts as we
lcarn and undersiand its mcaning,
bringing us to turn away from sin
and to commit our souls to Him,
Then we obey from the heart a
form of that doctrine. What form
does the gospel — the death, burtal,
and resurrection — take In our own
lives? Romans 6:3-11 answers this
question;

“Or do you not know that as
many of us as were baptized into
Christ Jesus were baptized into His
death? Therefore we were buried
with Him through bapiism into
death, that just as Christ was raised
from the dead by the glory of the
Father, even so we also should walk
in newness of life.

“For if we have been united
together in the likeness of His death,
certainly we also shall be in the like-
ness of His resurrection, knowing
this, that eur old man was crucified
with Him, tha! the body of sin might
be done away with, that we should v
longer be siaves of sin. For he who
has died has been freed from sin.

“Now if we died with Christ,
we believe that we shall also live
with Him, knowing that Christ, hav-
ing been raised from the dead, dies
no more. Peath no longer has
duminion over Him. For the death
that He died, He died to sin once for
all; but the life that He lives, He
fives to God.
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“Likewise vou also, reckon
vourselves to he dead indeed to sin,
but alive 1o God in Christ Jesus our
Lord "

So, if we want to appropriale to
our individual souls the sonship
made possible through the death of
Jesus, we musl die to sin in a pat-
tern of Hig dcath, be buried with
Him in baptism, and then be resur-
rected or raised from baptism to
walk a new life as a new person in
God’s family. It is of paramount
importance that we, as individuals
before God, understand that there
can be no new life without this
death and new birth,

The Birth of the “New Man”

What has happened in this
process? In the death of the “old
man” there has been a new birth.
As Jesus taught,

“..unless one is born fagain]
of water and of the Spirit, he cannot
enter the kingdom of God” {John
3:3-5).

Being born anew, a man is
described in this way:

“Therefore, if anyone is in
Christ, he is a new creation; old
things have passed away; behold,
all things have become new’ (2
Corinthians 5:17). T

Betty Burton Choate is the author of
the study, Jesus Christ the Eternal
Sacrifice. This lesson, and the fol-
lowing six lessons by sister Choate,
will be taken from that book.
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HELL

A. L. Franks

he reality
of a never-
ending burning
place of pun-
ishiment is gen-
erally rejected
by the wicked
world.  Har-
dened sinnecrs
don’l want to
belicve i Hell.
This is easy to
undersiand.
But, what js
far morc dis-
turbing is Lo
hear former
faithlul preach-
crs  publicly
proclaim, 1 no
longer believe
in a place called
*Hell” with its
“‘flaming fire’
that torments
forever.”
Yhat's hard fo
wnderstand.
Has God’s

Word changed? Did Jesus make a mistake? Did He deliberately mislead His
followers in His teachings about Hell? Tt scems 1o me that cither (1) Jesus
was mistaken in His teachings about Hell, or (2) Ths ieachings are misleading
— ¥f there is no eternal place of conscious punishment for the unrepentant

wicked.

Ouwr inability to understand fully the place called “Tlell” in God's plan
may be due, in part, to the deficiencies of human rcasoning compared 1o
divine reasoning. God's thoughts and ways are unlike those of mankind.
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They are far apart, Scripture states,
“For my thoughts are not your
thoughts, neither are your ways my
ways, saith the Lord " He continued,
“For as the heavens are higher than
the earth, so are my ways higher than
your ways, and my thowghts than
your thoughis” (Isaiah 55:8,9). Paui
wrote aboul the vast gap in the wis-
dom of God and the wisdom of man,
saying, “The foolishness of God is
wiser than man...” (1 Corinthians
1:25). Howcever, the (ailure of [rail
man to understand, appreciate, or to
comprehend does not nullify the real-
ity ol what God says or does.

Is Hell real? What did Jesus
have to say about Hell? Recad
praycrfully s plea and ITis warn-
ings in the “Sermon on the Mount”
(see Matthew 5:22,29,30). (a)
“whosoever shall say, thou fool,
shall be in danger of hell fire (the
hell of fire -+ ASV).” (b) “..prof-
itahle that one of thy members (an
cye) should perish, and not that thy
whole body should be cast into
hell. " (¢) “...profitable for thee that
one of thy members (a hand) perish,
and not that thy whole body should
be cast into hell.”

Tesus also taught, as recorded in
Matthew 10:28, .. Fear him which
is able to destroy both soul and
body in hell.” 1n Maithew 13:42,
He said, “...cast them into a furnace
aof fire: there shall be wailing and
guashing of teeth.” He conlinved in

13:49,50 with these words:
“..sever the wicked from amony the
Just, and shall cast them into the
Jurnace of fire: there shall be wail-
ing and gnashing of teeth.” In
18:8,9: “.. it is better for thee to
enter inin life halt or maimed,
rather than having two hands or
two feet to be cast info everlasting
Jfive.. to be cast into hell fire.” The
lLeord also said, "...there shall be
wailing and grashing of feeth”
{Matlhew 24:51). Finally, Jesus
spoke about the separation of the
evil from the righteous in the day of
Jjudgment, saying, “drd these shofl
go away inta everlasting punish-
ment.. " {25:46)

To say, “l don’t undersiand
Hell™ is one thing, But to say, 1 no
longer believe in a never-cending,
burning ITcll™ is another matter -a
scrious matter. Jesus taught the
reality of consciousness after death,
involving continuous pain (torment}
in a place called “Hell”. (Study also
Luke 16:19ff) How can [ — how
can any one - reject the plain
teachings of our Lord?

God’s Word has not changed.
ITell is real. Tt is eternal. Ttis a
place of sulfering. Jesus said so.
We may not fully understand, but
may God help us to belicve...to truly
believe. K

A. L. Franks is the editor of Magnolia
Messenger and lives in Kosciusko,
Mississippi, USA.
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{How de you measure up?

Auod when you pray,
you shall not be like the hypocrites,
or they love to pray standing in the synagogues
and on the corners of the streets,
that they may be seen by men,
Pssuredly, 9 say to you, thay have their reward.
But you, when you pray, go into your room,
and when you have shut your door,
pray to your ‘Father who is in the secret place;
and your FPather who sees in secret
will reward you openly.
SAnd when you pray,
do not use vain repetitions as the heathen
'}, do. For they think that they will be heard
for their many words,
Therefore do not be like them,
For your Father knows the things
you have need of before you ask Fim.
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genis in Scriptural
Conversion

W. Douglass Harris
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Conversion 1s “a change from
onc state to another, a spiritual or
metal change which accompanics
the turning of a sinner from his sins
to God” {Webster). This is a very
controversial subject. Omne theory
says that conversion is wholly an
act of God (Calvinism); another
says it is entirely the work of man.
As 15 generally the casc, the truth
lics in between these two exlremes,

As our topic suggests, there are
five agents involved in every scrip-
tural conversion, which we will dis-
cuss later, First, though, we will
note some other seriptural facts
about conversion.

Necessity of Conversion

Jesus replied to a question
asked by His disciples, “"Excepr ye
he converted und become as little
children, ye cannot enter info the
kingdom of heaven” (Matthew
18:3). How could the necessity of
conversicn be made clearer? No
one should deceive himself into
thinking that God will takc him
home to glory without his being
converted. Other passages verify
the same truth (sce Acts 3;19; James
5:19,20). Man’s departure from
God by his own transgression
(Isaiah 59:1,2} makes repentance
and the return to God necessary. If
man had not gone away from his
Creator, there would be no need of
talking about his being brought
back to God.
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Object of Conversion:
Spiritual Truth
Numerous pussages affirm that
that to which we must be converted
is the truth of God’s Word. Jesus
said, “Ye shall know the truth, and
the truth shall set you free” {John
8:32). For further proof of this see
John 14:6; James 1:18; 1 Corinthi-
ans 4:15; and John 17:17. (Nete:
Hopefully the reader will check all
these passages to determine if we
have made the right application.)
The truth of God’s Word is the
instrument used by the Holy Spirit
in conversion {Ephesians 6:17).
Everything that is said to be done by
the Holy Spirit in the conviction and
conversion cf alien sinncrs and the
sanctification ol Christians is also
said to be done by the Word, What
is the harmony? Answer: Ephe-
sians 6:17. God’s revealed Word is
the instrument or tool that the Holy
Spirit uses in conversion, and He
docs not operale independently of it
Agents in Scriptural Cenversion
The Hely Spirit, who revealed
the truth (o inspired men (John
14:26:16:13; 1 Corinthians 2:9-13),
has given us the Seriptures, which
the sinner can read and understand
(Ephesians 3:1-7). The Spirit does
not bypass His Word to bring about
conversion in some mysterious way.
The Apastles of Christ con-
firmed the Word by miraculous
signs done through the power of the
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Holy Spirit (Hebrews 2:1-4; Mark
16:17-20; 2 Corinthians 12:12).
This Word was fully proved to be of
God by those miraculous signs in
the first century and it needs no fur-
ther confirmation. Thus, there is no
further need for miracles.

The preacher proclaims the
truth (Word) revealed by the Holy
Spirit and confirmed by the apostles
(Romans 10:14-17). TEuman agency
in the proclamation of saving lruth
cannot be bypassed in scriptural
conversion. In every example of
conversion recorded in the book of
Acts (the book of conversions),
human agency was involved in pro-
claiming the saving Word. There is
not an cxeeption. Can one read the
Bible and learn the truth? Of
coursc, but the apostles and other
inspired men would still be in-
volved, through the power of their
wrillen message.

The church {another agent)
supports the preaching ol the truth
(I Timothy 3:14,15; 2 Corinthians
4:7; Acts 11:22). A plurality of
congregations can do this by work-
ing together, withoul destroying the
autonemy of any congregation. 1f
onc congregation can scnd a preach-
er to assist another congregation in
cvangelism (Acts 11:22), what is
the ditference in principle than that
of sending money?

Alien sinners obey the truth
revealed by the Holy Spirit, con-
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firmed by the apostles, proclaimed
by human agency, and supported
by the church (1 Peter 4:17; 2 Thes-
salonians 1:6-9; Romans 6:16,17).
This involves more than mental
assent and saying, “Lord Jesus,
come into my heart.”

Unless all of these agents are
involved in conversion, there has
bheen no scriptural conversion,
God has provided this checklist by
which we can verify the genuine-
ness of our conversion.

A Threefold Change Involved

Confusion is caused by a [ailure
to analyze the process by which we
are saved. Conversion involves a
three-fold change — the heart, the
life, and the state.

Faith changes the heart from
loving sin to loving God (Acts 15:7-
9y, repentance changes the life (2
Corinthians 7:10). Many mistake
repentance for conversion, but
repentance is only an atlitede that
leads one to compleie the ultimate
re-making of his life. The final step
— baptism, upon the propcr pre-
requisites — changes the state or
relationship (Matthew 28:19 ASVY;
Acts 2:38). All of this is accom-
plished by the five agents discussed
in the carlicr portion of this article.
There is nething thal is miraculous
or mysterious about scriptural con-
version. KD

W. Douglass Harris, a faithful preach-
er of the Gospel, is now deceased.
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Life ls in the Son

Joe C. Magee

“God has given us eternal Iife,
and this life is in s Son. He who
has the Son has life; he who does not
have the Son of God does not have
fife. These things 1 have written to
you wha believe in the name of the
Son of God, that you may know that
you have eternal life, and that you
may continue o believe in the name
of the Son of God " (1 Joln 5:11-13).

Among those who claim to be
followers of Christ there are two
cxlremes of thoughl. There are those
who affirm that once a person
belicves in Christ and “receives Him
into their heart” that therc is nothing
they can do to jeopardize that rela-
tienship. On the other hand, there
are those who believe and serve dili-
gently the God of grace, and vel do
s0 with 2 nagging uncertainty as to
their sceurity in Christ. Both are
afraid to move toward a middle
ground; onc for [ear that they may be
guilly of failing to trust in the grace
of God and the other for {ear that
they may move too close to the
“once saved always saved” position.

Why can’t we just take the Holy
Spirit at His word? When John, guid-
ed by the Holy Spirit, has written that
God has given us cternal life, we
should accept it as fact without trying
to relegale it to the prospective future.
We are eternal beings. We begin our
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eternal relationship with God upon
our obedience; and, while cur prescni
realm is temporary, our present rela-
tionship is not without eternal con-
nection. Do we noi have the present
earnest of the Spirit that we are God's
children? Do we not have the advo-
cacy ol Christ in our prayers? Why
arc we instructed to pray lo an eternal
God through an cterna! Savior if we
ourselves arc not in an clernal rela-
tonship with the Him?

We must remember, however,
that this relationship is not without
condition. John reminds us that this
cternal life is in God's Son. We
must not only get inte His Son
through baptism (Romans 6:3;
Galallans 3:27), but we must contin-
ue an obedient fife in Him. To be
saved from our past sins by baptism
(1 Peter 3:21) and then flit through
lile like some irresponsible firefly is
absurd. Equally absurd 15 to go
through life quaking in our boaots,
wondcring il we measure up to
God’s grace. If we measured up,
grace wouldn’t be grace!

The purpose for John's lcticr in
the first place is that, “dnd these
things we write to you that your joy
may be fudl” (1 John 1:4).

So be it, T

Joe Magee is a preacher of the church
of Christ in Shawnee, Oklahoma, USA,
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e A of its mission in the world,
MRy T and work hard to see it enjoy

CO . ) -
e 3§W§Sewant the unity, peace, and spir

S s tuality it deserves.
g?& § § ()f the 8N The StrengF‘n qf
i ' any congregation is
the “servant” mind-
set of its mem-
bers. The greater
the “servant™ at-
titude, the greai-
er the good (o

be accom-
plished.
if*‘“ On the ot-
#  her hand,

the lower the
“servant” atfitude,
the lower the commit-
ment will be 10 see the
charch do well and make progress in
Paul said he was & “servant of  the world. Churches composed of
the church’™ (CO[OSSiaﬂS 125) This pe(}plc with a hlgh level of “servant™
is a very intercsting figure of  Joyalty will have fewer internal
speech., A “servant” does not ggquabbles and more peace; lewer
belong to himsell, but to his master.  people asking, “What’s in it for me?”
H:IS will is to do his master’s will. and more peop]e asking, “How can
He wants 1o please his master. TIC  the Lord be glorified in my Lile?”
has a scnse of responsibility in Ultimately, each of us needs to
accomplishing his tasks, a sensc of  agk curself this question: “Am J
accountability for the way he truly a servant of God’s church
approaches his dutics. A servant 1S which meets in this place? What
a huinble man. am 1 doing cach day to serve my
We, Loo, are servants of the  hrothers and sisters?” £

church. We seek its best interests,
David Tarbet preaches for the White

make sacrifices to extend its bor- oo congregation in Dallas, Texas,
ders, pray diligently for the success  USA.
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Reaching
forth

Allan E. Flaxman

When Adolph Titler’s mighty
armies drove all before them to the
beaches of Dunkirk, England, the
British Empire laced what they
probably still regard as their “dark-
est hour”. The land forces were
stranded on the beaches, with the
occan in front ol them and the
German hoards bearing down on
them from behind.

Ii is truc that those British sol-
diers werc rescued by a flotilla of lit-
tle, privalely-owned boats, bul the
nation was now threatencd with a
Gierman invasion, and ill equipped to
repel it. Winston Churchill was then
Prime Minister of England, and had
he come “on air” with a doleful, pes-
simistic message, all might have truly
been lost. Fortunately for all of us,
he did net do that. Rather, he said,
with a firm and courageous voice,
“We will fight them on the beaches,
we will fight them in the strects, we
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will never surrender.” His stirring,
inspiring, motivating message gave
encouragement and hope to a nation
on its knees, and brought them for-
ward to final victory,

In the days of the church’s
infancy, despiie remarkable growth,
there was much rcason to cxpect
despondency and even pessimism.
Think of it. On numercus occasions
the apostics were imprisoned (Acts
5:18), Stephen was stoned 1o death
{Acts 7), James was bcheaded (Acts
12:2), the Jerusalem church was
scaltiered abroad, leaving only the
apostles there to begin all over
again (Acts 8:1}.

But pessimism and desponden-
cy did mot prevail. Though
Christians were scattered far and
wide, they, with amazing cowrage,
“went everywhere preaching the
gospel” (Acts 8:4). Amongst all
this persecution, Paul and Barnabas
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sel oll on their missionary journcy
(Acts 13). What a positive, opti-
mistic, courageous attitude in the
face of cnormous opposition!  Later,
the apostle Paul wrote with great
conviction, “This one thing T do, for-
gelting those things which are behind
and reaching forth to those things
which are before, I press toward the
mark...” (Philippians 3:13,14).

What should ovur attitude be in
this 21st century? There is much 1o
discourage us. The Lord’s church is
showing scrious signs of weaken-
ing. Far too often there appears to
be an all-too-Irail defense of the
truth. 1llow ollen, these days, do we
hear the cry of “Wce speak where the
Bible speaks and arc silent where

the Bible iy silent,” and/or “For us,
the Bible alone is [linal and bind-
ing,” and/or “No book but the Bible,
no creed but Christ,” and other such
words of determinalion to stand
firmly on the Will of Ged? Not
nearly enough!

Let’s take the courageous alli-
tude of the infant church, We rub
shoulders with the lost every day.
May God give us the courage we
need to mount a real effort (o reach
these lost with the gospel message
which alone can snatch them from
the flames of hell before it is forever
oo late. i

Allart E. Flaxman is a gospel preacher
in New South Wales, Australia.
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Editor's Note:

We would like to continue with the account broth-
er Grimm wtrote concerning the cxistence of
Christians in many places throughout the ceaturies
following the establishment of the church in
Jerusalem in AD 33. Because true Christians have
always been in the minonty, their history has ofien
been ignored, even while many were dying martyrs’
deaths as “hereiics” at the hands of religious people.

Persecution and Endurance

Dr. Hans Grimm

The story continues...

In Zurich in 1521 two followers of Zwingli, Felix
Manz and Koarad Grebel, announced the following
thesls:

“It is necessary to separate onesself from
the evil way and found a pure church and
communion of the genuine children of God, who have the spirit,
and are ruled and led by him.”

The church of the Lord, they said, must now, after it has run wild, be
gathered completely anew according to the pattern of the New Testament.
The true Christian life, continued they. begins with baptism, but only that
one who believes can be baptized. Infants cannot believe, therefore cannot
be baptized.

A bookdealer in Zurich, Andreas auf der Stuclze, called their attention
to the remains of churches of secret believers in the Bernese Highlands from
whose lineage he had sprung. Those religious leaders made coutact with
these worshipers — cven though hesitaningly since there was a suspicion
that some of them were friends of the mutinous fanatical preacher, ‘Thomas
Muenzer — but as they became convinced that the sober people who relied
only on the Word of God and accepled the Word as the only standard [or the
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truth, and that they did not have the slightest thing to do with the mystic pre-
millennialism of the prophet from Zwingli, they joy(lully opened their hearts
to their influence.

On January 25, 1525, Manz baptized in Lake Zurich Georg Majakob-
Blaurock, formaer mounk of Grisons. Two years later, almost to the day, at
the recommendation of Zwingli and at the instruction of the Great Council,
Manz was drowned in the Limmat River.

The small number of believers scattered. [n the upper Black Farcst
Mountaing area, in the mountain regions on both sides of the Rhine between
Constance and Basel, in the imperial cities of Regensburg, Nuremberg,
Augsburg, Memmingen, Linden, and Strasbourg, in Tyrol. Stiermark,
Salzburg, in Austria, Moravia and Slovakia they found comrades of nearer
and morc distant ways of thinking religiously, with whom they could pray
but with whom also they had to come to agreement, for the Anabaptists, as
their adversaries called them, but as a whole hardly to be considered as a
direct continuation of the pre-reformation churches of Christ; more than
thal, these united too many mutually contradicting elements in their ranks.

The 500,000 and more baptized believers {Anabaptists) in Central Eu-
rope did have in common with the churches of Christ the rejection of infant
baptism, the union of church and the stale, the rejection of the oath and the
refusal 1o serve as judge; their rejection of the worship of fmages. and the
organization of their churches; nevertheless they diftered sharply in some
other matters. Their opinion, for example, that all men, Christians and non-
Christians, were endowed with a certain quantity of the Holy Spirit. which
they usually named the “inner Light,” and that this inner Light was a real
voice of God which could lead to salvation to all who listened to it - this
idea led them to fanatical “revelalions” and to dangerous “visions,” and
{mally this resulted in their belief that the Holy Scriptures still nceded the
complement through personal messages of the Spirit of God to sinful nien.

The Anabaptists” feverish expectation of the thousand years kingdom of
Christ on earth standing immediately before them, and their flery wish 1o
help realize this empire by restoration of the falsely so-called apostolic com-
munism brought them into close union with the Dutch Baptists who in 1533
and 1535 in Mucnster undertook to pat an end to the evil onc through the
power of weapons, and to bring to reality the New Zion under almoest com-
plete rejection of all New Testament teachings, but under all the stronger ap-
proach to the Old 'T'estament ideas.

With this state of things it is not surprising that the imperial parliament

46



CHURCH HISTORY

ook the sharpest measures against all sects which spoke aguinst infant
sprinkling and for baptism only upon faith. They were declared “dangerous
enemics of all spiritual and sccular rule,” and were condemned to death all
together. The result of this decree was the complete eradication not only of
the Anabaptists who assented to the use of the sword and were {anatically
premillennialists, but also of the sternly scriptural churches of God in
Central Europe.

Among the approgimately 100,000 exccuted as Anabaptists and oppo-
nents of church-statism of all shades, some 42,000 primitive evangelicals
were cxecuted, torturcd to death, or died from hunger in prisons in the
Netherlands, Friesland, Westphalia, in the Mountainland, in Thuringen, in
Rheingau, the Palatinate, in Alsace, Mainfranken, Upper Bavaria, Austia,
Salzburg, Carinthia, Carmiola, Hauenstein, Tyrol, and Switzerland, just to
mention some of the most important centers of persecutions of Christians.
The “Little Flock™ in Bohemia was just about compleiely annthilated, and
the same fate befell the defenseless Christians in the Palatinate and ip
Alsacc. Only in Hesse and ip the Free Imperial City of Strasbourg no funer-
al piles blazed. Ilere the first Hessian reformer, the former Franciscan
Lambert of Avignon — who on his mother’s side descended from Catharist
circles — and in Strashourg the great Mountain-and-Water Pilgrim Marbeck
of Tyrel, whe had joined the primitive evangelicals, these two had exercised
such restraining influence that procedures against Baptists and New
Testament Christians were “only” imprisonment {in some cases, umprison-
ment for lifc), confiscation of property and banishment.

IL is not superfluous to point out that by no means was it the Roman
church alone which pourcd out in streams “heretic” blood. The new refor-
mation churches of Lutheran and Zwinglian or Calvinistic stamp vied with
the Roman church in the rooting out of the disturbers of graveyard quiet.
These churches, under the protection of the basic principle Cuius regio, gius
religio (The sovereign decides about the religion), had begun to expand in
the “Holy Empire of German Nations,” Even Mclanchthon, who was
praised as the gentle Lutheran man of God, gave cut for his sovereign ruler
theological decisions which were intended to justify the exccution of
delenseless advocates of baptism. iy
Excerpt from Tradition and History of the Early Churches of Christ in Central

Europe by Dr. Hans Grimm, translated by Dr. H.L. Schug, and printed by Firm
Foundation, P.O. Box 210876, Bedford, Texas, 76095-7876, USA.

Note: The Bibliography will be given at the conclusion of the series of articles.
Editor.
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How to Develop
Your
“Recarturing
the Vision”
Program

Part Foor:
Changing
the Pulpit Potato
into a Motivator

A preacher has the
choice of being an office
preacher or a community
preacher. The office preach-
er 15 one who stays primarily
in his office. He reads,
wrilcs, works on the computer and occasionally pursues souls outside
the building, The community preacher is much more mobile. He trav-
cls throughout the city looking for opportunitics to befriend people. He
searches for necds that the church can meet and friendships that he can
cultivate. In order for a church to see greal growth, thc Pulpit Potato
must exil the potato bin and mingle among the people. There are 2
number of ways to accomplish this which will be discussed later on.

As the visitors begin to fill the building, the lessons shouid be
written and delivercd with them in mind. The morning lesson should
be gearcd toward the un-churched, with an emphasis on basic Bible
truths. 1t should have a comfortable, motivational style, which when
delivered in love, will effect great change in the lives of the listeners.

Another thing that can be tried is to have one Sunday each month
when the preacher delivers a “How To™ message. Topics could be
48
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addressed such as family, Christian marriages, teenagers, the power
of prayer, etc. Choose topics that can be used to draw a large crowd.
Print some handouts and have the members who are interested in
growth invite everyone in the community that they come across to
attend.

During the beginning of the Recapturing the Vision program, the
preacher needs to prepare lessons for Sunday cvening that will excite
the pew potatoes aboutl evangelism. They need to be reminded in
every Sunday service that all members need to work together if they
want to succeed.

The following pages contain a small compilation of possible
sermon outlines:

Waking Up from Our Sleep of Deception
Ephesians 5:14

I. James 1:22
A, We must be doers, being deceived no longer.
B. Must once again be people of the Book.
C. Must change focus outward.
. Expand emphasis from simply assembling.

IT. 1 .John 3:17
A. Must have hearts of compassion.
B. The world is in dire nced of salvation!
C. God loves the needy (Psalm 146:5-10).
D. Proverbs 11:30; Matthew 7:24-27; Mark 1:41.

T1L Acts 5:42

Must be faithful to inherit heaven.

Can’t be taithfu! without evangelism (Acts 5:42).
Tcach publicly and housc-to-house (Acts 20:20).
Commanded to teach everywherc (Acts 8:4).

SO
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Conclusion:

We need to wake up! We need to reach our community by teach-
ing both publicly and house-to-house! There are two important rca-
sons why: One — becausc that is what Jesus commands (Matthew
28:19-20). Two — because we waut others, as well as ourselves, to
inherit heaven (John 2:48; Romans 2:6; 1 Peter 1:17; Revelation
22:14).

{mproving on the Adolt Class
Luke 16:8

I. 1John2:3

We know Jesus only if we keep His commandments.
We are commanded to teach (Matthew 28:20).

We pass out meat and forget babes in Christ.

Most will not win cue soul to Christ this year.

onNE >

L. Acts 2:42

Disciples continued teaching “stcadfastly™.

Basic Bibie verscs must be taught and learned.
Time is of great importance (Revelation 22:12).
Must [ollow pattern (Hebrews 8:5; 2 Timothy 1:13).

OCaw

1H. Hosca 4:6
A. God’s people destroyed for lack of knowledge.
B. Peoplc need the fight of knowledge (Psalm 119:105).
C. Knowledge brings understanding (Ephesians 3:3,4).
D. Bible class must be balanced, i.e., Milk and Mcai.

Conclusion:

Our Bible classcs need to be modified. They nced 1o not only be
concerned with leaching Bible texts, but also how to put them into
practice! If we don’t know how to use knowledge, it is uscless. We
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will never grow toward making new disciples (Matthew 28:19) until
we empower members with how and why saving souls is Christ’s
goal (Luke 19:10}!

On Fire for the Lord

Ecclesiastes 9:10

I. Colossians 3:23 _
A. Must obey as if Christ were standing next to us.

B. Excitement builds only after we begin!
C. Explosion of firc draws more attention than a candle,
D. Be zealous to build up the church (1 Corinthians 14:12).

II. Colossians 1:23

Gospel was preached to all of humanity.

Early disciples ran to teach the lost (Acts 8:30).
Not just from a pulpit (Acts 20:20; Romans 16:5).
All members are preachers (Acts 8:4).

oSO w R

11T, Galatians 6:9

A. Do not give up on people or yourself!

B. We must find the good ground {Luke 8:9,10).

C. Through patience and perseverance, souls arc won.
D

. Some will not obey Chirist, but we must plant.

Conclusion:

Fire is something that moves very rapidly through dead fields of
brush. Anything in its path is soon conquered. Wc can learn a great
deal from fire. Our spiritual fire should burmn even more brightly!
We should be zealous 1o spread throughout our community, rcaching
those who are dead in sin! We should let nothing stop us from our
purpose., We can conquer and overcome (Romans 8:28)!
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Teaching One-on-One

Acts 20:20
I. Example of Individual Evangelism:
A. Proverbs 11:30; Daniel 12:3; Mark 16:15; Luke 19:1-10;
John 4; John 8:1-11; John 9; Acts 5:42; Acts 8:4; Acts 20:20;
1 Corinthians 3:6; Philippians 1:14; and Philippians 2:14-16.
B. Should we not follow these examples?

II. Joha 15:2.8

Teach onc-on-one if we want to reach heaven,

God wants all men saved (1 Timothy 2:3,4).

God uses us to carry out His desire (2 Corinthiany 4:7).
If we don’t carry the message, who will?

OO W

[IL. Philippians 4:1
A. Therc is great joy in soul-winning!
B. Thete is no greater joy (3 John 3,4).
C. Shows God we are like Christ (Matthew 10:25).
D. It helps make our calling and election sure!

Conclusion:

People must be won to Christ, one soul at a time. With millions
of people lost all around us, we should be motivated to begin. A
sobering fact is that another person dies outside of Christ every 12
seconds. In a 30-minute lesson 150 pcople arc now untcachable,
doomed to an cternity in Hell. And vet our air is cool, our pews are
soft and our hammock is prepared. We are wasting time! God’s and
our’s! We must Wake Up for Christ!

Overcoming Our Excuses
Romans 828

I. Some Excuse-Makers from the Bible
A. Adam and Eve (Genesis 3:12,13).
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B. Aaron (Exodus 32:22).
C. Saul (2 Samuel i5:24).
D. Onc-Talent Man (Matthew 25:24).

II. Some Excuses We Use
A. We pay a preacher to work for us.
All are to evangelize (Acts 8:4).
B. Tdon’t have enough time.
Must make time (Hebrews 5:12).
C. My education level is too low.
Christ chosc fishermen (Matthew 4:18,19).
D. Iam just too old.
Can’t start after death. So when?

IIL. James 2:17,18
A. Faith without works is dead and profits nothing.
B. There are many examples of faith plus works:
1. Andrew (John 1:34-42).
2. Aquila and Priscilla (Acls 15:35-40).
3. Philip (Acts 8).

Conclusion:

‘We must be reminded that God will nol accept excuses, He does
not make deals. He is no respecter of persons.

Along with these types of messages, the preacher should keep the
arca colorful within the building, Everything should be as bright and
cxciting as possible. Hc should wear bright ties and put a smile on
his face. He should always walk around before every service and
shake the hand of cach visitor present. As this is donc, he should
introduce himsell and show just how excited he is to see them!

Worship sheets should be passed out cvery Sunday. The worship
sheet should have the topic of the lesson for that service, questions
which will be answered during the preaching and the current goal.
This paper will function to encourage cveryone to listen and take
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notes. It also gives the member something to take with him to give to
anyone he thinks might need the information later on in the week.

Pew Potato Power Points

We should be zealous to spread like fire throughout our commu-
nity, reaching those who are dead in sin! We should let nothing siop
us from our purpose. We can conquer and overcome (Romans 8:28)!

Review Questions

1. What are the two types of preachers?

2. Which type is more cffective in evangehsm?

3. What type of lessons should be delivered on Sunday morn-
ings?

4. Why should everything be bright and colorful?

5. Are smiles contagious?

{Chapter five of John-Mark Wilson's study book and work-guide, The Secret
to Waking Up the Pew Potatocs,)

John-Mark Wilson works with the Apple Hill Church of Christ in Jonesboro,
Arkansas, USA.
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su"An Evangelistic 222

Dwight Fuqua

o aHEBR L e aeBBE
eiaaaaIIiiiianaaiiiiseneniite
Qur Lord had a mission on As His disciples, we share the
earth, He came “lo seek and fo save  same mission. We are to “go oul
that which was lost” (Lukc 19:10).  into the highways and hedges, and
He went Lo sinners and called them  compel them (o come in” lo the
to repentance (Luke 5:31.32). He  Father’s house (Luke 14:23). The

gave His life to save us, Gospel is (0 be preached to “aff the
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nations " and to “every creature”
(Matthew 28:18,159; Mark 16:15,
16). We must devote our lives to
saving the Tost!

Early Christians accepted and
met the challenge of world evange-
lism. Beginning at Jerusalem, the
Gospel spread to "afl Judea and
Samaria, and to the end of the earth”
{Acts 1.8}, In aboul thirty-live years
the Gospel was preached to “every
creature under heaven” (Colossians
1:23). It happened because Chris-
tians “‘went everywhere preaching
the word” (Acts 8:4).

There was a great cvangelislic
thrust during thc Restoration
Movement in this country. Pcople
were urged Lo lay aside denomina-
tional partisanship and to unite in
Christ. The church became the
[astest growing religious movement
in America. It happened because
neighbor taught nicighbor the simple
truths of the Gospel.

In recent years, the flame of
evangelistic fervor has all but gone
out. We have second-guessed our
motives, criticized our methods, and
surrendered our distinctivencss. We
now preach only to ourselves. We
have imprisoned ourselves within
our own walls. We are a cloister in
the community and a chamcleon in
the world. The cmphasis is upon
convenience and entertainment, not
conviction and cvangelism. We arc
not growing — at least the way we
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should be growing!

What can we do? What must
we do? We must become evange-
listic! How do we do it? Here are
some suggestions:

We must restore the joy of our
salvation (Psalm 51:12,13). Itis
only when we know the joy of salva-
tion that we reach out to others.

We must place greater empha-
sis on winning souls (Proverbs
11:30). It must become a priority.

We must employ a total
approach in evangelism; teaching
the lost, ministering to spiritual
necds, keeping those converted,
restoring the erring, and teaching
faithfel men to teach others (2
Timothy 2:2).

We must utilize every mcans
of evangelism; mass media, Bible
school, pulpit, campaigns, meetings,
seminars, workshops, correspon-
dence, ete.  Yet, the emphasis must
be upon the personal teaching of our
friends.

In his book, Winning Through
Caring, Matthew Priunce wrote,
“The Great Commission is Christ’s
purpose for us, His main business,
His hcartbeat,” and “every child of
God is a directly commissioned rep-
resentative of Jesus Christ.”

My brothers, let us rise up and
build a great evangelistic church!

Dwight Fuqua preaches for the
Findlay congregation in Sparta,
Tennessee, USA.
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We are filled with joy and
enthusiasm when we obcy the
Gospel of Christ, ready and deter-
mined to give our all to Him. As
time passes, however, that zeal
dwindles. We may find oursclves
drifting along and becoming luke-
warm, Jesus told the church of the
Laodiceans in Revelation 3:15,16:
“I know thy works, that thou art
neither cold nor hot. | would thou
wert cold or hot. So then because
thou art lukewarm, and neither cold
nor hot, T will spew thee owt of my
movth.”  We must never lose sight
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ol our responsibility to give of our
time and talents to the Lord.

It is so easy to get caught up in
the activities of day-lo-day living.
We intend to give more time to the
Lord, but days pass and we fail to
put the Lord first. We allow the
carcs of this world to come before
the Lord. The cxcusce is ofien made,
*Just as soon as [ can regain control
of my life, T will give more time to
serving the Lord.” When will we
learn that we must give the Lord
control in order to know the inner
peace for which we all long?
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God paid the greatest price,
made the supreme sacrifice, in order
to save mankind — He gave the life
ol Hisg prectous Son, The home He
has prepared for all His faithiul
children after judgment (Hebrews
9:27) is a prize we cannot earn, but
will be given to those who are faith-
ful in doing His will. The apostle
Paul spokc concerning this in the
second recorded letter to Timothy,
his “son in the faith™: “I have
Jought a good fight, | have finished
my course, [ have kept the faith:
Henceforth there is laid up for me a
crown of righteousness, which the
Lord, the righteous judge, shall give
me at the last day: ond not to me
only, but unio oll them also that love
his appearing” (2 Timothy 4:7,8).

God requires us to be totally
commitied to 1him:  “4nd thou shalt
fove the Lovd thy God with all ihine
heart, and with alf thy soul, and with
all thy might” (Deulcronomy 6:5).
Nothing short of putting the Lord
[irst in our lives will satisiy Tlim.

May we strive to use ourselves
up in service to the Lord. There is
hard work to be done if we arc to
convert the lost in our communily
and reach out to the rest of 1he
world. Every soul is precious; each
one we win to Christ will have the
opportunity of spending cternily in
heaven. Now is the hour! i

Dale Grissom works with the church
of Christ in Dexter, Missouri, USA,

G S
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Two-thirds of the people in our
nalion now live in or near big cities.
The other third are on the express-
ways looking for the right exit.

The doctor called the clderly
farmer aside and told him that he
was afraid thal his wife’s mind was
completely gone.

The farmer answered, “['m not
surpriscd. She has been giving me a
piece ol il daily for forty ycars!”

The Sunday School teacher had
told her class the story of Joseph
and Mary’s flight to Egypt with the
baby Jesus. She asked them io draw
a picture representing that. She was
slightly puzzled when onc litlle [cl-
low gave her a picturc of three
adults and a baby in an airplanc on
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the way to Egypt. She explained to
him that she understood two of the
adults were Mary and Joseph, but
asked who the third adult was, His
answer “Oh, that Pontius the pilot.”

A husband read an article to his
wife about how many words women
use a day -- 30,000 to a man’s
15,000. The wife replied, “The rea-
san has to be because we have to
repeat everything to men. The hus-
band then turned to his wife and
asked, “What?”

Creative signs
On a septic taek truck: “Yestoer-
day’s meals on wheels.”
On a plumber’s truck: “We repair
what your husband fixed.”
On a towing company truck: “We
don’t charge an arm and a leg. We
want tows.”
In the vard of a funeral home:
“Drive carefully. We’ll wait,”
On a fence: “Salcsmen welcome!
Dog food is expensive.”

Don’t let worrics get the best of
you. Remember, Moses started out
as a basket casc,
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A man and his wife werc hav-
ing an argument about who should
brew the coffee each mormning. The
wifc said he should do it, and of
course the husband said that the
wife should do it. He explained,
“You are in charge of cooking
around here and you should do it,
because that is your job.

The wifc replied, “No, you
should do it, and besides, it is in the
Bible that the an should brew the
coffce. The man indigently de-
manded that she show him where in
the Rible such a thing was even sug-
gested! She fetched the Bible, and

opened the New Testament and
showed him at the top of several
it

pages, that indeed

HEBREWS.

$ays,

When a Bible salesman was
asked how he consistently sold
morc Bibles than anyone clse, he
replied: “T jjjust aaasked ceeach
ppprospect 1 he wwwanted to
bbbuy a Bbbile, or hhhave me
rrread it to hhhim.”

People arc funny. They wanl
the front of the bus, the middle of
the road, and thc back of the church
building.

60

1 was thinking about how peo-
ple scem to read the Bible a whole
lot more as they get older, Then it
dawned on me — they were cram-
ming for their finals. Others are just
hoping God grades on the curve.

A boy who loved to go fishing
with his dad was reciting the 23rd
Psalm in Sunday School. When he
got to the fourth verse, he said,
“Thy rod and Thy reel, they comfort
me.”

Seme people are kind, polite,
and sweet-spirited — until you try
to sit in their pews,

God didn’t create anything
without a purpose, but mosquitoes
come close.

Helping his wifc wash the dish-
¢s, a minister protested, “This isn’t
a man’s job.” “Oh yes il is”, his
wife rclerted, quoting 2 Kings
21:13: 71 will wipe Jerusalem as a
MAN wipeth a dish, wiping it, and
rrRing it upside down. "
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Put On and Put Off

Francis David

When a person believes in
Jesus and accepts Him as his sav-
iour through obedience te the com-
mands of the gospel, the Bible tells
us that he becomes a new creature.
Paul says, “Therefore if any man be
in Christ, he is a new creature: old
things are pussed away; behold, all
things are bhecame new. And all
things are of God, who hath recon-
ciled us to himself by Jesus Christ,

and hath given to us the ministry of

reconciliation” (2 Corinthians
5:17,18}.

Now, when you arc a Christian,
you must know how to walk and
live in this world, Bul we must
know thal we arc different from the
world. The Bible says, “See then
that you walk circumspectly, not as
Jools but as wise” (Ephesians 5:15).

When you become a follower
ol Chrisl, He says, “You are the salt
of the earth, but if the salt loses its
Flavour, how shall it be seasoned?
It is then good for nothing but to be
thrown out and trampled under foot
by men. You are the light of the
world, A city that is set on a hill
cannot be hidden. Nor do they light
a famp and pui it under a basket,
but on a lampstand, and it gives
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fight to all who are in the house.
Let your light so shine before men
that they may see vour good works
and glorify vour Father in heaven™
{Matthew 5:13). A Christian is like
salt and light, and he or she must
know how to behave.

We are in the world, but we arc
not of the world (John 15:19). A
Chrisiian does not love the world.
John writes, Do not love the world
or the things in the world. If anvone
loves the warld, the love of the
Father is not in him. For oll that is
in the world — the lust of the flesh,
the lust of the eves, and the pride of
life — is not of the Father bui is of
the world. And the world is passing
away, and the lust of it; but he who
does the will of God abides for
ever” {1 John 2:15-17}.

Today, the world is going
through some very diflicult times.
Religion is taken lightly, Spiritual-
ity is no longer considered impor-
tant. Sin is tolerated and accepted
as the norm. Morals have no value,
The bad things or the ugly things,
such as adullery, (oroication, homo-
sexuality, arc taken lightly. Tn some
places, living together outside of
marriage is considered the style.
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Drunkenncss is counted as an
evening’s entertainment. Children
don’t honor their parents. Scnior
citizens are not viewed with
respect.

The Bible condemns these atti-
tudes and sins. Long ago, the apos-
tle Paul foretold, through the inspi-
ration of the Holy Spirit, that in the
latter days such things would take
place. He said, “But know this, that
in the last davs perilous times will
come. For men will be lovers of
themselves, lovers of money, boast-
ers, proud, blasphemers, disobedi-
ent to parents, unthankful, unholy,
unloving, unforgiving, slanderers,
without self control, brutal, despis-
ers of good, fraitors, headstrong,
haughty, lovers of pleasure rather
than lovers of God, having a form of
godliness but denying its power.
And from such people turn away”
(2 Timothy 3:1-5).

Being a child of Gad, you must
set your mind on things above, not
on the things on earth. When you
obeyed Christ and you were baptized
in the watery grave, you died to your
old sintul life {(Colossians 3:2,3;
Romans 6). Therelore, the Bible
says, “You must put to deatl your
members which are on the earth, for-
nication, uncleanness, passion, evil
desire, covetousness, which is idola-
iry. Because of these things the
wrath of God is coming upon the
sons of discbedience, in which once

yvou walked when vou lived among
them. " {Colossians 3:5,6),

He turther says that “as chil-
dren of God yvou must put off all
these things such as anger, wrath,
malice, blasphemy, filthy language
out of your mouth. Do not lie to one
another since you have put off the
old mar with his deeds and have put
on the new man who is renewed in
knowledge according to the image
of Him who created him. Since vou
are the children of God, you must as
elect of God, holy and beloved, put
on lender mercies, kindness, hum-
bleness of mind, meekness, long suf-
Jering, hearing with one anather,
Jorgiving one another.. But above
all these things, put on love, which
is the bond of perfection”
{Colossians 3:5-14).

Dear friend, where are you
today? Have you mut ofl your old
sinful ife? You can do it today, If
you want 1o be a new creation in
Jesus, then come to Him, believe in
Him, repent of your old sinful life,
and be baptized for the forgiveness
of your sins {Mark 16:16; Acts
2:38; Galatians 3:27). Yoeu can
begin a new life in Jesus, and T am
sure vou will not regret it. In fact, I
am sure you will be glad you did.
How wonderful it is fo become dead
to sin and alive in Christ Jesus! &

Francis David is a Gospel preacher in
New Deihi, India.
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WHERE ARE THE ATHEISTS?

Mike Benson

During times of disaster and
emergency, our colleclive con-
scicnce focuscs on the great losses
of life and property... The state of
Florida in the USA was recently
devastated by a series of powerful
hurricanes. The cumulative effects
of Charley, Frances, Ivan and
Jeanne prompied President Bush o
ask Congress for $7.1 billion in
Federal funding for repairs and
clean-up.

It has been inferesting to note
all of the religious groups that have
also stepped up o help with the
recovery. Baptists, Mcthodists,
Adventists, Lutherans, Catholics
and churches of Christ are just a few
of the religious bodies that have
mobilized voluntcers 1o assisl.
These church-related groups work
in concert with (he federal govern-
ment (i.e., FEMA} in an effort 1o
relieve the hurting masses. They
donate goods and clothing, provide
child care, offer stress-management
counseling services, provide tempo-
rary shelter, repair housing, set up
food kitchens and shower [acilitics,
furnish laundry details, provide hot
meals, distribute cleaning supplics,
send out chain-saw crews, and ren-
der other humanitarian aid.

While we commend those who
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give of their time, clfort and monies
to disaster victims, I think we need
to ask a guestion: “Where are all
of the atheists during this crucial
time?” Really... where arc they?
Thousands of humblc people pledge
their hands and hearts (o storm
relief, but not the atheists. Why
not? How many meals do they
serve? Ilow many homes do they
repair? How do they help carry the
financial burdcn in the storm-strick-
en south?  Where is their organiza-
tional structure for lifting the hurt-
ing whercver they may be?

You see, according to skeplics,
religion s a firce. Faith is nothing
but & crutch lor the weak. Belief in
God is a (ragic waste of time and
eneryy.

But, ironically, whenever fel-
low cilizens cry out lor support and
care, the atheists are nowhere to be
found. They look at the ravages of
the storm and say, “There is no
God. Tf there was. he wouldn’t
allow such evil.” But rcligionists
roll up their sleeves and ask, “How
can we honor God in serviee?”

“When the Son of Man comes in
His glory, and all the holy angels
with Him, then He will sit on the
throne of His glorv. Al the nations
will be gathered before Him, and



DAILY CHRISTIAN LIVING

He will sepurate them one from
another, as a shepherd divides his
sheep from the goals.

“And He will set the sheep on
His right hand, but the goats on the
lefi. Then the King will say lo those
on His right hand, 'Come, you
blessed of My Father, inherii the
kingdom prepared for you from the
Joundation of the world:  for T was
hungry and you gave Me food: {
way thirsty and you gave Me drink;
[ was a stranger and you ftook Me
in; I was naked and vou clothed Me:
I was sick and yvou visited Me; I was
in prison and voy came to Me.’

“Then the righteous will
answer Him, saying, ‘Lord, when
did we see You hungry and feed
You, or thirsty and give You drink?
When did we see You a stranger and
take You in, or paked and clorhe
You? Or when did we see You sick,
or in prison, and come to You?’

“And the King will answer and
say to them, 'Assuredly, { say to
you, inasmuch as you did it to one
of the least of these My brethren,
you did it to Me.’

“Then He will also say to those
an the left hand, ‘Depart from Me,
You cursed, into the everlasting fire
prepared for the devil and his
angels: for I was hungry and vou
gave Me no food; 1 was thirsty and
you gave Me no drink: | was a
stranger and you did not take Me in,
raked and you did net clothe Me,

sick und n prison and vou did not
visit Me.’

“Then they also will answer
Him, saving, ‘Lord [at the judg-
ment, there will be no atheists; all
will acknowledge Him as Lord},
when did we see You hungry or
thirsty or a stranger or naked or
sick or in prison, and did not prinis-
ter ta You?’

“Then He will answer them,
saving, ‘Assurediy, I say ta you,
inasmuch as you did not do if 1o one
of the least of these, vou did not do
foto Me.'

“dnd these will go away into
everlasting punishment, but the
Fighteous into eternal life” (Mat-
thew 25:31-46).

[sn’t that an enlightening
account of the attitudes and behav-
ior of the two groups? Unbclief has
no redeeming value. It never wipcs
away a tear, it never rescues the fall-
en, it never renders loving assis-
tance. It never does anything. It is
sclfish and self-serving. [t lacks
COMPAassion.

| now think I understand David
a Jittle bit betler when he said, “The

foof has said in his heart, ‘There is
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no God'" (Psalm 14:1a; cf. 10:4),
Atheists can ncither give, nor
receive; all they can do is sulTer and
walch others do the same. How sad
(1 John 3:17). T

Mike Benson is a Christian writer liv-
ing in Eavnsville, Indiana, USA,
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Rebbers of J@)J}

Jerry L. Davidson

In the book of Philippians aul uscs the word
“Joy”, or some form of it, 19 times. In fact, “The
Joytul Christian Mind” would be a good title for
the book.

Paul would not be robbed of the joy he had in
Christ. Neither should we be robbed of our joy in ITim.

Paul would not allow circuimstances to deprive him
of his joy. He was in prison, but he rejoiced that the Gospel could be
preached “to the whole palace guard” (1:13). Alse, he would not allow
insincere brethren io keep him from rejoicing in Christ. He said, “whether
in pretense or in truth, Christ is preached,; and in this I rejoice, yes, and will
rejoice’’ (verse 18).

Paul would not allow people problems Lo rob him of his joy. Hc urged
the brethren to “fdfill (his) joy by being fike-minded, hoving the same love,
being of one accord, of one mind. "' As Christians, we must not allow “seff-
ish ambition or conceit” to rob us of our joy, “but in lowliness of mind let
each esteent others better than himself™ (2:3).

Paul would not allow his past and present position to rob him of his
joy. He wrote: “We are the circumcision, who warship God in spirit,
refoice in Jesus Christ, and have no confidence in the fleskh” (3:3). He could
have boasted of his past life and accomplishments, but he said, “Whar things
were gain to me, these have I counted loss for Christ” (3:7).

Paul would not allow worry to rob him of his jov. He admonishes us
by saying, “Rejoice in the Lord abwavs. Again I sav rejoice! Let your gen-
teness be known to all men. The Lord is at hand. Be anxious for nothing,
but in everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your
requests he made known to God” (4:4-60). We must not allow worry or anxi-
ety to rob us of our valuablc time, energy, and joy.

Tt anyone has reason to rejoice, it is the Christian, who is saved by the
blood of Christ and lives in hope of heaven. T

Jerry L. Davidson is a teacher at Heritage Christian University in Florence,
Alabama, USA,
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A gospel prgch in New
Zealand who was a dairy farmer for
years told the Bible class he was
teaching about his “cowshed™ tem-
per and unforgiving spirit prior to
becoming a Christian, He described
how incredibly impatient he had
been, As an cxample, he said that
when he used to milk the cows they
would invariably swish their tails
around, flinging their tails and asso-
cialed debris right in his face.

Now, anyone who knows much
about cows knows that the reason
they swish their tails back and forth
is to chasc away tlies. The poor
animals arc doing only what comes
naturally. They arc not heing vin-
dictive in hitting anyonc in the face
with their tails,

But my New Zcaland brother

T %&N N

&6

A New
Zealand
Cowshed
and

#
Demar Elam

said that he was angcred and
cnraged al the cows. He wanted to
punish them and show them who
was boss. So, before he became a
Christian, he would jump up and hit
them, holler at them, slap them,
curse them, and ollen he would grab
their tails and twist them, and occca-
sionally the tails would break!

Of course, all of this commo-
tion caused the other cows to
become nervous and jittery, and
nothing went well after that. My
friend was totally unforgiving
lowards the cows, and they were
afraid of him.

However, after becoming a
Christian he was dctermined to
apply the principles of Christianity
even in the cow shed. So, he started
treating the cows differently. He
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said that when a cow would slap him across the (acc with its tail, he would
get up and start gently petting the animal and speaking softly to it. Tn
respanse, the cow would settle down and stop swishing its tail, and he
noticed that the other cows seemed to quieten down, toe, rather than becom-
ing nervous and jittcry as before.  An attitude of patience and forgiveness
wotked wonders!

Adfter hearing this story, I told him the cows must have been happy the
day he was converted to Christ! He found that there arc great lessons 1o be
learned in a cowshed,

There are great lessons to be learned in 2 New Zealand

cowshed concerning twisted and broken cow tails!

1. Temper is destructive of good, and wrath leads to sin. “A guich-
tempered man acts foolishly, and a man of wicked intentions is hated”
(Proverbs 14:17). “4 wrathful man stirs up strife, but he who is slow fo
anger allays contention” (Proverbs 15:18). “He who is slow to anger is bet-
ter than the mighty, and he who rules his spirit than he who takes u city”
(Proverbs 16:32). “Do not hasten in your spirif to be angry, for anger rvests
in the bosom of fools” (licclesiastes 7:9). “Be angry, and do not sin: do not
let the sun go down an your wrath” (Ephesians 4:26).

2. The tongue is “..a fire; a world of iniquity.” The tongue is so sct
among our members that it defiles the whele body, und “sets on fire the
course of nature; and it is set on fire of hell” (James 3:6). A wholesome
tongue is a tree of life, but perverseness in it hreaks the spirit” (Proverbs
15:4). “...And he who has a perverse tongue falls into evil” (Proverbs
17:20).

3. Speaking softly to people works the same as speaking softly to
those cows. God’s word states, “4 soff answer furns away wrath. But u
harsh word stirs up anger” (Proverbs 15:1). Qur Kiwi friend learned that
by treating cows with gentleness and kindness he received a better response
from them than by twisting their tails. When we use acts and words of gen-
tleness and kindncss Lo our fellows, they will respond 1o us in the same way.
Paul told the Colossians (hat, as the elect of God, they were to put on the
character of the new man, which included kindness.
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4, Finally, this brether told
us he learned to forgive in a New
Zealand cowshed. He said he start-
ed forgiving the cows for slapping
him in the face with their tails. He
pul on the new man, and from his
studies of the Bible he learned the
character of the new man in Christ
meant that, “as the elect of God,
holy beloved, put on tender mevcies,
kindness, humility, meekness, long-
suffering; bearing with one anather,
and forgiving one another, if any-
ore has a complaint against anoth-
er; even as Christ forgave you, so
you also must do. But abave ail
these things put on love, which is
the bond of perfection” (Colossians
3:12-14).

Who would have thought that
50 much could be learned in a New
Zcaland cowshed? This brother
first practiced his Christianity on
cows and he found that the fruit of
the Spirit which is love, joy, peace,
Tongsuffering, kindness, goodncss,
faithfnlness, gentleness, and self-
control works, even in a cow shed
with cows!

And he has learned in his
Christian life how much more cltec-
tively they work in dealing with
human beings! T

Dr. Demar Elam is Director of Qpen

Door Ministry, President of Aipha

Bible College, Director of Mission

Studies at Southern Christian

Hgiversiiy in Montgomery, Alabama,
A. :
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“Till Deatt Do

Dalton Key

I remember hearing once about  cbrated by one man and onc woman
a preacher who, in the course of an  for a lifetime, “1il} death do us part™.
otherwise normal marriage ceremo-  While discussing marriage and
ny, had come to the point of saying, divorce, Jesus referred back to
"“Will you take this woman for Eden’s garden, when, “He
better or for worse, in sickness which made them ai the
or in health, for richer or flor beginning made them male
poercet?” The nervous groom, and female, and said, For
thinking it must be muitiple this cause shall a man
choice, stammered, “T°11 leave father and mother,
take betler, healthy, and and shall cleave to his
richer!” wife, and they twain shatl

Too many spouses be one flesh.” Building
look upon marriage as upon this foundation of
did this addied groom scriptural, historical fact,

[ine, so long as He continued, “Wherefore
everything goes they are no more IWain,
well. But when hut one flesh. What there-
problems come, fore God hath joined

when the new wears together, let not man put
off and the honcymoon is over, asunder” (Matthew 19:4-6).
when there are dirty dishes in the Husbands, wives, listen close-

sink and a crying baby in the crib, ly: the vows we have made before
then, sadly, the back door seems the God and to each ather have been
best way out. made for life. T
When martriages become as dis-
posable as diapers, something has
Dalton Key is the editor of Old Paths

gone tern.bly WIONE. . and preaches for the North Amarillo
God intends marriage to be ccl-  congregation in Amarillo, Texas, USA.
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No one — no
onel — will
have more influcnce
upon our children’s
future than we par-
ents. Our children
and grandchildren
know what it takes
to make good par-
ents and grandpar-
cnts.  They are
smarter than we
give them credit for.
They know the atti-
tudes we should
hold, they know
how we cught to
behave; they see our
faults and our sins.
No, they do not expect us to be per-
[ect, but they do expect us to admit
our faults and try to become more the
person we should be. They are
watching. .. Waiting... Wishing,. .,
F...is for friend. A father is
one who is ready to cnjoy life with
hig children. A father is always
willing to take whatever time is nec-
essary. Nothing in ihis life is morc
importanl than time spent with our
children. Charlie Shedd gives us
“Ten Traits of One Neat Pud”.. He
takes time for me. . le listens to
me...IT¢ plays with me...He invites
me to go places with him...He lets
me help him...He trcats my mother
well...He lels me say what T
think...Hc’s nice to my friends.. . He

Randall Ca
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only pumshes me when I deserve

it...Ile isn’t afraid to admit when he
is wrong. One day our children will
be grown, and we will regret the
times we thought we were too busy
to be a ncat dad. . .right?

A...is for ally. My father is the
best, the strongest, the greatest.
That’s what our children thought
when they were young., No one was
a better dad than mine. But as our
children grow up, does their attitude
change? Are we still the biggest
man in their life? When the storms
of life come, will we stand beside
them, hold their hand, support them
with the same strength they thought
we had when they were little? [
hope we will. Seripture tells us that
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the fatherhood of God is about
always being with us, never leaving
us, and His working all things out 1o
our good and benefit. This is what
makes Him and us great fath-
ers...right?

T...is for trainer. This respon-
sibility belongs to fathers, not the
government, the school system, or
the church. Paul says, “Fathers, do
not exasperate your children;
instead, bring them up on the train-
ing and instruction of the Lovd”
(Ephesians 6:4). Solomon advised,
“Train up a child in the way he
should go, and when he is old he will
not depart from it” (Proverbs 22:6}.
This training must come through
more than mere words; it involves
the lifc we live. Qur children are
watching, listening. They will be
influenced by the attitudes we hold
and the way wc behave. .. right?

H...is for helper and healer.
When our spirit was wounded and
our heart broken, therc was no heal-
ing like dad’s tcnder touch. A
father is one who helps us over the
rough spots. He is the one who
laught us to ride a bicycle, skate,
ski, fish, and huni. And when life
treated us cruelly, he picked us up,
brushed us off, and set us back on
the siraight and narrow. And he
stitl does... And he still does...
right?

E...is for encourager. The
greatest encouragement any of us

will receive is that given by our
fathers, His voice can still be heard
over others at the ballpark, in the
Sunday school clags, and on gradua-
tion day. For some reason, we want
our father to be proud of us and 10
wish us well. And when he does, it
makes our day, our life. Nothing
encourages me more than to have
my father say, “That was a good
scrmon.” He is the onc we strive to
please...right?

R...is for responsibility and
role model. What an awesome
responsibility to have a child want-
ing to be just ltke you, his father. I
suppose that no one is copied carly
in life any more than fathers.. awe-
some! Regardless of all the other
responsibilities we may have, none
weighs as heavily upon us fathers
than this one voiced by Paul in |
Corinthians 11:1, “Follow me and

Jotlow Christ” .. right?

73

Today, our challenge as fathers
and grandfathers is to become more
like Abraham, May it be said of us
as it was saild of him in Genesis
18:19, "I have chosen him, that he
may charge his children and his
household affer him to keep the way
af the LORD by doing righteousness
and justice; so that the LORD may
bring about for Abraham what he
has promised him” .. right? ®

Randall Caselman preaches for the
church in Bella Vista, Arkansas, USA.
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“Our

Happiness Is |
Largely Bound |

Up in the
Fortunes of

Our Children”

Jack Harriman

When I heard the above statc-
ment rccently, I was skeplical. But
the more I think about it, the more 1
am in agreement. We are all deeply
concerned about the well-being of
our children. We so much want
them to be everything God would
have them be. We are elated when
our children do well and we arc
¢rushed when they do not.

Solomon said, “Train up a
child in the way he should go and
when he is ald he will not depart
from it” (Proverbs 22:6). And
Solomon could have added, “And if
you don’t, vou will regret it the rest
of your life.” The child's happiness
is at stake, and so 18 the parent’s.
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John said, “f have no greater
joy than to hear that my children
walk in the truth” (3 John 3). John
was talking about spiritual off-
spring, but it is just as true of physi-
cal offspring.

Thank God for every individual
and activity that has a positive influ-
ence on the person our child be-
comes. His or her well-being is, in
a great measure, our own well-
being. T

Jack Harriman is a gospel preacher
living in the USA.
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Any onc theory would be inad-

against children. Tt is not just a

cquale to explain 1t, for sure.  We  Florida problem, though they scem

are in the information age, which

mcans that scercls
are harder to keep.
Vigtims arc morc
prone 1o “blow the
whistle™ on their
offenders, which
sometimes makes
the predator more
apt to take extremc
measures. Too, we
are in an age that
greatly objectifies

people, which dehumanizes them in
the eves of these predators.

Of course, | am talking about
the seeming spike in sexual crimes

What's

Happening

Here?
Neal Pollard

to be most {requenily under the

brightest lights of
the media of late.
Children, eight to
fourteen, are bcing
increasingly brutal-
ized and murdered.
One of the scandals
of the Tsunami dis-
asler was the sexuval
cnslaving ol newly
orphaned children,
Highly placed UN

officials allegedly abused their

power to misusc children. The
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papers just today broke a sex scan-
dal concerning minors in Mexico.
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One of our nation’s biggest storics
involved alleged abuse by Michael
Jackson, once again accused of
molcsting little boys.

A compelling, important ques-
tion to ask is, “What is behind
this?” The obvious answer is sin.
James 1:13-15 maps out the process
that Icads from enticement to spiri-
tual demise. Yet, there may be
some circumstantial evidence
explaining how evervone from
police officers to doctors Lo preach-
ers to soldiers —- normally heroes
and role models — have among
them perverted pedophiles.

Dr. Victor Cline, clinical psy-
chologist at the University of Utah,
works with many clienis involved in
pornography. He notes that there is
a four-stage syndrome common to
almost all of them.

First, is the addiction phase.
The viewer of pornography sees
powerful imagery that can be
recalled, There is an “aphrodisiac
effect” that slowly begins to rule
their lives, and they view it even at
the risk of negative consequences.

Second, says Cline, is the esca-
lation phase. More and more stimu-
lation is needed to reach the “high”.
For those addicted to pornography,
this means mote graphic material is
sought.

Third is the desensitization
phase.  In this stage, material once
thought unthinkable, shocking, ille-
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gal, repulsive and immoral becomes
aceeptable to the viewer, It may sur-
prise you that the fastest growing
sector of this dark industry is... child
pornography! It is appalling, but it
makes sense. Pornography wears
away at accepted norms and eats
away at one’s sensitivity until noth-
ing 15 “out of bounds”.

Finally, according to Cline, is
the phase of acting out sexually.
Viewing is no longer enough to
reach the high. A heart, blighted and
blackencd by sin, longs lo move
from passivity to activity. Internel
pornography has been called “the
new crack cocaine”.

Pornography is a pervasive and
global evil. Add to that the tepid
measures of restraint against most
forms ol it, and yon can see Cline’s
predictions coming true. How do
individuals in sociely recreate the
abomination of Sodom and
Gomorrah? Jesus said that it is a
matter of the heart (Matthew 15:18-
20). We cannot hope to vicolate
God’s will on this or any other mat-
ter without sceing the consequences
of it play out in our hearts, lives, and
souls. Unless tougher laws are
passed against the production and
viewing of pernography in all its
forms, T fear that we are only looking
at the tep of the tip of an iccberg of
heartache and destruction. ¥

Neal Pollard preaches the gospel in
Mechanicsville, West Virginia, USA.
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ith the onset of the epi-
demic of AIDS, a new
strain of gonorrhea, and

other sexually related discases that
plague America and the world, soci-
ety has resorted to a new gimmick
to fool the ignorant and destroy the
simple. Government and public
olficials, supported by some from
the medical profession, have urged
the widespread use of prophylactics
to lessen the

sows to his own flesh shall from the
Hlesh reap corruption, bhut the one
who sows to the Spirit shall from the
Spirit reap eternal life” (Galatians
6:6.7),

Homosexuality is a sin
(Leviticus 20:13). Adultery is a sin
(Exodus 20:14) and whoever com-
mits the same has no sense and
destroys himsell (Proverbs 6:32).
Fornication is a sin {Galatians

spread of these
dreaded mal-
adics.

This is a
tacit admission
that people are
going to en-
gage in promis-
cuous sexual cncounters regardless of
the risks involved or the consc-
quences suffered. The real {ragedy
is that already countless millions
have fallen for the deception ol
Satan and many more will be slain
by their arch enemy. But let us look
at this deception more closely:

First, the assumption that sex
relationships outside of the Divine

marriage arrangement are
acceptable is a folly of the greatest
magnitude.

The Bible states the true picture
in honest., forthright language, “Be
rot deceived. God is not mocked.
For whatever g man sows, this he
will also reap. For the one who

Saer

Stephen D. Eckstein, Jr.

tiality is a
sin  {Levi-
ticus 20:135,
16). Rape is
a sin (Dcut-
gronomy 22;
25-27).
Prostitution
is a sinm (1 Corinthians 6:15-18).
Tncest is a sin (1 Corinthians 5).
Thosc who persist in these sins shall
not inherit the kingdom of God (1
Corinthians 6:9,10; Gatatians 5:19-
21). They shall suffer the second
death graphically portrayed in
Revelation 21:8.

Second, the concept that one
can break the commandments of
God with impunity is alse a folly
of the highest order. No one has
ever broken the commandments of
God and escaped the guilt and
consequences of his or her sin. The
Bible records many instances of the
punishments of nations and of indi-
viduals. Sodom was destroyed by

Sex!
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the cataclysm of heavenly fire for
it many sins (Genesis 19). Isracl
engaged in immorality in Moab and
saw 24,000 swept away by a plague
(Numbers 25:1-9}. David commit-
ted adultery and followed i with
murder, Tle and Tsrael suffered
many conscquences as a result (2
Samuel 12:7-14). Ammon raped
Tamar and was later murdered by
Absalom {2 Samuel 13).

ple to recluses who retire within
themselves, hoping no onc will dis-
cover them.

Others try (o put on a front that
they are the “real” people of society.
Bul the camouflage is too artificial.
Those who are unmarried and have
been promiscuous do not know what
to do. If ihey tell a prospective mar-
riage partner about their past life,
they risk rejection; if they don’t tell

Actually, no one has ever

broken God’s commands!

Actually, no one has ever bro-
ken God’s commands, Men sum-
ply BREAK THEMSELVES ON
GOD’S COMMANDS! All the
commandments are still here, and
inlact, centurics and millenniums
after those who did their own thing
lie in marked and unmarked tombs
around the world.

Third, the so-called momen-
tary pleasurcs of these iMicit sexu-
al forays arc offset by a lifc-long
sense of a lack of fulfillment. Who
can measure the sorrow, heartache,
and inner misery that wrenches the
souls of the guilty? Who can relate
ihe conscquences suffercd in every
area ol Hfe? Those who are honcst
and bare their souls (reely admit
that the fear of diseasc haunts them
continually. Such fear often (urns
them from being happy, open peo-
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about their afTairs, they always won-
der if it witli come out after the cere-
maony. Honesly is a bedrock (ounda-
tion for a true marriage.

Fourth, those who contract
disease suffer far more and longer
in the body for the illegal momen-
tary gratification of the flesh,
Cronorrhea 1s rampant in our soci-
ety. Syphilis has quadrupled in one
decadc. Only the persons who
expcrience the horrors of sexual dis-
eases know the misery of the guilty.
Disease knows no boundaries,
attacking the single and married
alike, when they practice promiscu-
ity. Fornicators get the diseases.
Adulterous mates can and do infect
their unsuspecting wives and hus-
bands. Guilt and conscquences
rage; families are divided and ofien
ihe tragedics end in homicides.
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Those who contract AIDS
begin the slow death of the body
which houses the anguished soul.
The gospel of Jesus Christ can
cleanse the soul of the penitent
believer who is born again of water
and the Spirit, but the body of death
must claim its victim before the
threescore and ten years that were
promiscd. Even repentance cannot
erase the consequenees of sin, espe-
cially of immorality.

Innumerable additional cases
could be cited of humans being rav-
aged by [ear, pain, sorrow and
death. Sin, as it cloaks our bodies
and lives with its inherent conse-
quences, is an insidious monster

The crass stupidity of sinful
man sanclioning and advocating
“safer sex” is a paradox of the late
20th century. How utterly incom-
prehensiblc is the great emphasis on
eliminating smoking from commer-
cial aircraft and public buildings,
prohibition of nuclear waste and
radiatien, reduction of pollution of
air and water, and an all-out war on
drugs while simultaneously accele-
rating the foolish into sexual wreck
and ruin. How blind are those who
will not see!

The Solution

We must be lights in the midst
of a crooked and perverse genera-
tion (Philippians 2:15). Husbands
and wives must hold marriage in
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high csteem belore our observing
youth. We must portray that which
is beautiful, attractive and pure, We
musl be models or examples who
stand out in direct centrast to the
sleazy, corrupt and deviant behavior
blatantly set forth mn socicty and in
many aspects of the media,

Let us challenge our youth to
become a modern generation of
Josephs who do not succumb to the
peer pressurcs of a pagan world, but
who will stand in God’s strength and
the power of His might. May their
number increase and become legion.

Remcimber, you and God are a
majority! As my father said many
times, “Do something TODAY
you can rejoice abont TOMOR-
ROW.”

The only sex 1s the sex of
God’s arrangement — holy, pure,
beautiful — the physical sexual
bond between husband and wife
with ils emotional, intellectual and
moral components based on the
great spiritual foundation of Jesus
Christ. This is the divine way —
safe sex, true sex, joyful sex, real
scx, meaningful sex. Experience
Proverbs 5:18,19 whether you have
been married one day or fifty years.
All else is fool’s gold! 7
Stephen D. Eckstein, Jr., Ph.D wrote
this tract. Garrison Graphics, Inc. is
the publisher, at P.O. Box 103,
Farmington, NM 87499. Additional

copies can be obtained at $10.00 per
100 plus $4.00 P&H.
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38 You have heard that it was
said, 'An eye for an eye and a tooth
for a tooth.’

39 But | tell you not to resist an
evil person. aeverl slaps you
on your right cheek, turii the r
to him also.

40 If anyone wants to sue you and
take away your tunic, let him have
your cloak also.

41 And whoever compels you to
go one mile, go with him two.

42 Give to him who asks you, and
from him who wants to borrow
from you do not turn away.

43 You have heard that it was
said, "You shall love your neighbor
and hate your enemy.'

44 But | say to you, love your en
mies, bless those who curse you,
do good to those who hate you,
and pray for those who spitefully
use you and persecute you,

45 that you may be sons of your
Father in heaven; fof He makes His
sun rise on the evil/and on the
good, and sends in on the just

This actually was the lcgal
penalty for crimes undet the Old
i Testament law, which was the|

civil law governing the nation of]
Israel.

-5F-h$ contrast Jesus gave would
 [become the law for citizens i

His spiritnal kingdom. Some-p
times people confuse civil law
and spiritual law, wondering i
Christians can be supportive o
Hthe civil government going tof)
war or chacting the death penal-|;
{ty lor heinous crimes. Romans
|13 shows that God expects gov-
(ernments to keep “law and
order” and to punish the evil-
doers. Not only are Christians]
Jto obey the civil law, they aref
to recognize that its power is| |
granted by God Himself.

3

K[wo pomts of p‘;ya,hology and _

health protection are used by

Jesus in these verses:

k| 1. Goodness and kindness can
tn an enemy into a brother.

> If the Christian practices

anger, hatred, and a begrudging

Jattitude about things unjustly

gdecmanded of him, harboringp
these emotional poisons will
injure his physical as well ag spir-
itual health. Practicing thel]
responses Jesus reguires removesg

| God’s grace toward us. God asks us to[ |the anger and protecls the health
Jpractice His grace toward others, and soul of the Chnstian.




WORSHIP

Jimmy Jividen

Tesus said God wants
worship that is "in spirit
and fruth” (John 4:24).
But what does that mecan?

To “worship in spirit™
is 10 worship in (he spirilual
realm. God is Spirit. Man is alsoa  made (o the Samaritan woman in
spiritual being. The spirit of man is  John 4:24 was in response to her

that inncr part of man that can will  question concerning “where” men
and worship. 1n this spiritual rcalm  should worship.
God and man meet, and worship Jesus' response suggests the

takes place. Worship is morc than  place to waorship, according to the
external physical forms — it is  truth revealed in Scripture, was al
internal gpiritual devotion from the  Jerusalem. But the time was com-
sincere heart, ing in which the place would not be
To “worship in truth™ can be  important. True worship would not
understood as “genuine” — not  be confined Lo time and place;
false or form worship. It can also  rather, it was 10 be “in spirit and
be understood to mean worship that — pth. " i
is according to the revealed truth of
God in Scripturc. Both are true, Jimmy JJividen is a writer and preach-
The emphasis of the stalement Jesus  er in Abilene, Texas, USA.
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Shine the
Backs of Your
Shoes

Bob Cruse

In the late 1940°s, broiher
Charles H. Roberson was a favorite
Bible professor among students at
the old, faithlul Abilenc Christian
College. His former students will
remember his penchant fer using
“ong liners” to leach spiritual
lessons. Among the mosi memo-
tablc of thesc sayings was this one:
“Belorc you go to the house of God,
pelish the backs of your shoes.” On
at least one occasion when this par-
ticular aphorism was used, the kind-
ly old professor noted questioning
glances among his students. The
exact wording of his clarification
cannot be brought to mind, but the
essence of it is clearly recalled.
“Look your best when you meet
around the Lord’s Table! These
services are dedicated to the memo-
ry of the Savior who died for us!
Show Him proper respect!”

This once universal view in the
church of Christ has sharply
declined in recent years. Men offi-
ciating at the Lord’s Supper on
Sunday mornings a few decades ago
almost always wore coats and ties.
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Now we arc likely to see men lead-
ing our congregations in knit shirts
hanging sloppily over blue jcans.

Informality of this kind is scl-
dom seen at gatherings in memory
of friends and loved ones who have
passed from this lifc into eternity.
How can we possibly show less
respect for our crucified Savior who
instlituted this solemn feast with
these words, “This do in remem-
brance of Me”'?

God does not prescribe a dress
code for His children as they gather
to commemorate Christ’s cruel
death for our sins. We cannot say
that worshipping in blue jeans and
knit shirts is unaceeptable to Him.
But we must guard against infor-
mality among our leaders that could
influence weak Christians toward
tight jeans, mini skirts, and shorts in
our assemblies, God does look on
the heart rather than on appearance,
but His abhorrence of immodesty is
c¢lear in Scripture. ¥

Bob Cruse is a member of the church
of Christ in Ovilla, Texas, USA.
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Preparation for Worship —

" The Preparation of the Heart

Ronald D. Bryant

How well do we understand the
nature of worship? Iow many of us
are possessed by an awareness of the
greatness of the Lord God
Almighty? That we tend to be casu-
al, less than attentive, and are quick
to resist even the concept of bowing
down to another, is easily observed.
That our asscmblies are controlled
by our preferences is readily evident.
Consider the following: [Tow much
actual preparalion lor worship do we
individually make?
How much actu-
al spiritual pre- -
paration is being
made by (hose of us
who are to lead in the
spiritual aspects of our
assemblics? What are our
habits as regards the times
of worship, the place, and
the other obvious aspects
of worship? Ts it dull
duty, or fervent devo-
tion? How much of it
is mechanical and per-
functory? \

Worship includes the joy:

ful and wholehcarted ascription of
praise to God for who He is and
what He is in Himsell. It is a loving
response 1o God for ITis merey and
grace, and lor His providential deal-
ings. It is also the bowing down of
an earnest and devoted heart, in
deepest humility and reverence.
Worship flows from a source,
and that source is love. Where love
is meagcr, worship will be scant.
; Where love is
F 224 deep, worship will
' aoverllow. God’s
servants  often
poured out their
love and adoration
" in an overflow of
praise and devotion,
Their words point the
Wy,

“Oh, the depth of
the riches both of the
- wisdom and knowledge
of God! How un-
searchable are Hig
§ judgments and His
© ways past finding out!”
{Romans 11:33).
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“Now to Him who is able to do
exceedingly abundantly above all
that we ask or think, according to
the power that works in us, to Him
be glory in the church by Christ
Jesus to all generations, forever and
ever. Amen” (Ephesians 3:20,21).

However, worship is more than
words. David spoke of his soul
waiting for God, "My soul, wait
sifently for God alore,
Jor my expectation is
from Him” (Psalm
62:5). There is often a
powerful, yet comfort-
ing silence between
loved ones when words
are unnecessary, In
out communion with
God, to be awed inlo
silence in His presence
is also worship.

Long ago a puri-
tan, Thomas Goodwin,
said, “I have known
men who came te God
for nothing else but
just to come to Him,
they so loved Him.
They scorned to soil
Him and themselves
with any other errand
than just purely to be
alone with Him and in
His presence.” While
Goodwin’s thoughts
may be regarded as
extreme by some, he

docs speak of an intimacy with God
and a desire for fellowship with
Him that we would do well to culti-
vate. Too many of us seldom or
never devote full concentration to
the experience of simply being in
the presence of God. &

Ronald D. Bryant preaches for the
church of Christ in Hollister, Missouri,
USA.




CHARTS AND OQUTLINES

Living in View of the Coming

1 Thessalonians 5:1-11
Guy Orbison, Jr.

Introduction:
A, Tn this section, Paul continues his discussion of the Second Coming
of Christ, from 4:13-18.

1.

2.

He has previously discussed what was to happen to those
Christians who had already passed on before the Lord returns.
In this passage, he exhorts us to be alert and ready for the
Lord’s return.

B. There is a progression of thought that may be scen in these verses:

1.

2.

First, Paul suggests that Christians know some things that peo-
ple of the world do not know.

Second, he advocates that this knowledge should lead
Christians to live their earthly lives differently than people of
the world.

Third, he implies that living different from the world puts us
on a different “destiny track” than the world.

I. Christian Knowledge — is different than the world’s (vs. 1-3).
A. Christians know about “times” and “cpochs™ (vs. 1,2).

1.

“Times” comes from the Greek, “kronos™, from which we get

such terms as “chronology”.

a. It refers to “time™ as sequence...it has to do with “time
marching on”,

b.  What we know about time is that it moves toward an
end...there will be a day of judgment and every Christian
knows we are moving closer to it.

“Epochs” may be translated “seasons” and speaks of “quality”

regarding time.

a. It has to do with the kind of events within time
frames...perieds of time that arc influenced by human
decision.

b. As Christians we have insight into what cach generation
will do...we know that “difficult times will come” (2
Timothy 3:1-13).
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B. The world docs not have this knowledge.
1. Pcople of the werld do not believe in the Lord's return, nor
anticipate the judgment.
The expression, “while they arc saying peace and salety”
reflects the consensus of the world.
3. Paul uses the imagery of child birth (vs. 3) to show how “sud-
denly” the end will come upon the world. Just as the birthing
process cannol be stopped, so these will “not cscape™.

[

1. The Christian Lif¢c — is different than the world’s (vs, 4-8).
A, We respond to what we know by living as “sons of fight” (vs. 4-7).
1. “Darkness” has the sense of willtful ignorance...but we are
“sons of light”.
2. Since we arc “of day” und not “of the night”, we must be
“alert™ and “sober”.
B. W prepare for what we know is coming by wearing armor (vs. 8).
1.  Armor is protective gear, worn to defend ourselves from oppo-
gsition. Our encmy is darkness...the allurement of the world
that might cause us io lose sight of what’s coming.
2. Just as physical armor protects vital organs, spiritual armor
protects the vilal qualities of our life with Ged.
a. Faith is the ability 10 sec the unseen and the means by
which we focus on what is to come,
b. Love for Christ enables us to do what He desires of us
rather than what the world wants,
¢.  Hope of salvaiion speaks of our assurance.

1L, The Christian Destiny — is different than the world’s (vs. 9,10),
A. W are motivated to live as we do by knowing our destiny (vs. 9).
B. Our destiny is dependent on Christ and our relationship with ITim
{vs. 10).
Conclusion:
A, The days of waiting for the Lord’s return can become long...we
need to encourage onc another,
B. This life is not our ultimate goal...we are looking [or something
belier. T

Guy Orbison, Jr. preaches for the Church of Christ in Durango, Colorado, USA.
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Ken Tyler

Purpose: To belp cach Clristian stay truc 1o the Lord.

1. Walk in newness of life {Romans 6:3,4).

2. Desire the sincere milk of the word that you may grow (1 Peter 2:1,2).
3. Glorily the name Christian (1 Peler 4:16).

4.  Continue steadfastly (Acts 2:42).

5. Edify (the act ol building) the body of Christ (1 Cerinthians 14:12).
6. Seek the things which are above (Colossians 3:1,2).

7. Tcll ethers about the Saviour (Acts 8:4).

8.  Add the Christian graces (2 Peter 1:5-11).

9, Attend worship faithfully (Hebrews 10:25),

10.  Give as you have been prospered (1 Corinthians 16:1,2).

11. Do not forsake the Lord (2 Timothy 4:10).

12. Be taithful unto death (Revelation 2:10).

Conclusion: The sad fact is that many Christians have quit being
Christians. Have you? T

Ken Tyler preaches for the church in Arab, Alabama, USA.
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Paul Stopped the Truth
From Being Told!

T. Pierce Brown

Tn Acts 16:16-18 there is a
story ol a girl who was telling the
truth about Paul and his compan-
ions, and yet it grieved Paul. Ts
there any lesson that might have
value for us in this storv? We think
there is,

Since the Bible docs not reveal
what her motive was in telling these
truths, we must assume from what
we know ol the Devil that his pur-
posc was to subverl the wruth of the
(Gospel. The pcople in the arca
kncw that she had this spirit of div-
ination. Il Satan could get people to
believe that the message of the
apostles was the kind of message
that was approved by persons like
her and her masters, he would gain
a great victory, We think Salan is
using the same tactics today. We
have an increasing number of men
who claim to be preachers of the
Gospel who are encouraging us to
have fellowship with the false

teachers in the religious world.
Their recasoning scems to go some-
thing like this: “Thcy arc teaching
the truth about Jesus being the Son
of God and that salvation is found in
fellowing Him, so we should join
hands with them.”

Paul's response to the situation
should be ours. He refuscd to allow
cven the truc testimony from a false
teacher under the control of an evil
spiril to hinder the saving message
of (be pure Gospel of Christ. There
is no place for compromise with the
forces of Satan, even when they tell
the truth. We might say, especially
when they are telling the truth, for
then the damage is likely to be far
greater than il they were only deal-
ing in lies that could easily be
shown fo be such. A partial truth
is sometimes more dangerous
than a total lie. w

T. Pierce Brown lives and preaches in
Cookeville, Tennessee, USA.
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A Challenge from Daul®s
Creetings to the

Lrethren at bome
Gary C. Hampton

Introducing Paul

Typical letters of the first cen-
tury would begin, “X to Y,
Greetings.” In Romans L:1, Paul
takes that approach, but adds some
things which make his beginning
distinctly Christian. Among the
unique features of his greeting is a
spectal ntroduction of himself.

He calls himself a servans, from
the Greek word mcaning bondservant
and sfave. All Christians need to ree-
ognize Christ as their owner beeause
He gave His blood to purchase them
from the bondage of sin {1 Corinthi-
ans 6:19,20; Acts 20:28; 1 Peter
1:18,19). The words “to be” are sup-
plied by the translaiors to help read-
ers understand. Here, it would be
bettcr to leave them out, which would
leave, “called an apostle”. Apostle
means “one seni” and this passage
tells ol one of thirteen commissioned
specially by Christ (1 Corinthians
9:1,2; Acts 9:1-22, particularly 13).
Paul was specifically called to carry
the Gospel to the Gentiles.

Introducing the Gospel

The promisc of the good news
is one that runs from man’s fail
through all of the Old Testament
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(Genesis 3:15; Malachi 3:1). Onc
who belicves the Old Testament
should logically accept the New,
since it reveals God’s plan for help-
ing man overcome the fall. So, it is
natural for Paul to instantly fum to
the Gospel and the Son who is its
central theme (John 20:30,31). He
ts both God come down to carth and
man, a descendant of David (John
1:1-14; Philippians 2:5-8; Matthew
1:1-17). While all Ilis miracles pro-
claim His Sonship, the resurrection
declares Jesus is God's Son beyond
doubt (Acts 13:30-33)

The Christian’s hope s living
beeause he serves a resurrected
Lord (Romans 1:2-4; 1 Peter 1:3)!

Jesus had bestowed God's
grace, or unearncd gifi, upon the
apostles so they might, in turn, tell
others about it. Paul uscs “we”
gither editorially, or to include ali of
the aposiles. In either case, he was
made an apostle o deliver the mes-
sage of faith 10 be obeyed. The
remainder of the Romans letier deals
only with obedient faith, not faith
only. Paul was to preach especially
to the pations, or Gentiles, for
Christ’s name’s sake, or so His name
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might be glorified (Romans 1:5).
Extending Grace and Peace
The Roman Christians had
received the gospel call by obeying
it. They were a part ol the Gentile
group to whom Paul was specitical-
ly commissioned to preach. He
addressed the letter to all Christians
in Rome, Jew or Gentile. The
Gospel is God’s great expression of
His love, as can be seen later in this
letter. Again, the “to be™ is supplied
and would be better lefl out since all
Christians are set apart in God’s ser-
vice (1 Corinthians 1:2). The Greck
greeting was charein, or “grect-
ings”. Paul uses charin, which
refers to the free gift of God. The
Hebrew greeting is shafom, which

90

means “peace”. Certainly Chris-
Lans are reeipients of God's grace
and that inner peace which passes
understanding (Romans 1:6.7).

A Chalicnge for the Current Age

Paul’s words stand as a signili-
cant challenge to Christians living
today. We must not forget Whose
we are, Whercever we walk, whatev-
er we do, we wear the name ol
Jesus. Though we arc not specially
called, as Paul was, we have been
commisgioned to carry the good
news to all the world, and should
take that commission just as seri-
ously as he did {Matthew 28:18-20).

Tt is vitally important that we
remember our Lord was raised trom
the dead! Therefore, Jesus was, and
is, the Son of God! Through His
grace, we find freedom from sin,
Those who have expericnced that
grace are compelled, by it, to pro-
claim the means of every man’s
freedom from sin.

The gospel call is received by
any who obey it, no matter what
nationality. The Gospel is God's
ultimate expression ol love for lost
mankind. Because of it, our con-
stant prayer for other faithful fol-
lowers should be that they receive
the grace of God and its accompa-
nying inner peace! i

Gary C. Hampion preaches for the
Jefferson Avenue Church of Christ in
Cookeville, Tennessee, USA.
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pparently the words describing

“man” in the Old Testament
are not always used distinctively,
but enough of the elemental mean-
ing ol thosc words remains o make
them very informative.

l. Adam. The [lirst word
which God used to describe man is
adam; “let us make adam” (Genesis
1:26), which means that which is

red, ruddy, carthy. Compare 1
Corinthians 15:47, “the first man is
of the earth, earthy.” The word

adam, then, reflects man's earthly
origin, shaped by the great Potter
from dust (dry earth, clay) ol the

“Show Thyself a Man ”

Hugo McCord

ground {(adamah). Finally, adam
must return to the adamah, from
which he was laken; the dust of the
adamah he is, and to the dust he
must return {Genesis 3:19). Tt is thus
guite understandable that the first
adam was given the name “Adam™.
2. Enosh. A sccoand word
describing man ig enosh, meaning
that which is [rail, Iceble, mortal.

Man’s inability to keep himseif

alive is shown in Moses’ saving to
God, “"Thou turnest enosh to
destruction” {crushing) in Psalm
90:3. And just as adam bcecame a
proper name, Adam, so enosh

a1

became a proper name lor Seth’s
son, Lnosh {Genesis 3:6).

3. Nephesh. A third word
describing man is wephesh, meaning
that which breathes. Though the
word sephesh is used to describe ani-
mals (Genesis 1:20,24), yet at times
nephesh is used of human beings, as
distinct [rom the lower creation
(Numbers 31:35; 1 Chronicles 5:21).
As adam pictures man's physical
swhstance, and as enosh piclures
man’s mortal rature, so nephesh
peints him out as a breathing being,

4. Gibbor. A fourth word
describing man is gibbor, depicting
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physical strength and courage. A
gibbor is a might man of valor (1
Chronicles 12:8; 28:1), whose
strength is compared to a lion’s (1
Chronicles 12:13). A gibbor is
valiont (2 Chronicles 13:3),

5. Ish, A fifth and the most
significani word describing man is
ish, used often Lo depict strong intel-
lect and eminence of character. The
title of Psalm 90 picturcs Moses as
the ish of God. Though Israel’s
leader was an adam, an ernosh, a
nephesh, and a gibbor, apparently
much more is denoted when he is
called the ish of God. Noah, a man
who walked with God, is called a
righteous ish {Genesis 6:9) and per-
fect. The book of Job begins, “There
was an ish in the land of Uz, whose
name was Job, and that ish was per-
fect and upright, and one that feared
Gud, and turned away from evil.”

It does not appear accidental
that the aged David would challenge
his son Solomon, “be strong there-
fore and show thyself an ish” (1
Kings 2:2). An isk is not a boy; an
ish shoulders responsibility. When
Abner had gone to sleep while
guarding the king, David taunted
him, “dre you not an ish? " (1
Samuel 26:15).

Time was in lsrael’s history
when one true ish would have saved
the nation. God looked for an ish
(Jeremiah 5:1; Ezekiel 22:30), and
found none, and He let the heathen

take over. The same God today
crics out to all Christians, regardless
of sex:  “Make men of vourselfves”
{1 Corinthians 16:13). i

Before his death, Hugo McCord had
been a long-time professor of Bibie at
Oklahoma Christian University in
Edmond, Oklahoma, USA.
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The oot Tmporntant Lucstion

Charles E. Burch

The apostle Paul and Silas had been beater with many stripes and were
cast into the inner prison at Philippi. “And ar midnight Paul and Silas
prayed, and sang praises unto God; and the prisoners heard them. And sud-
denly there was o great earthguake, o that the foundations of the prison
were shaken; and immediately all the doors were apened, and every one's
bands were loosed. And the keeper of the prison awaking out of his sleep,
and seeing the prison doors open, he drew out his sword, and would have
killed himself, supposing that the prisoners had been fled But Paul cried
with a loud voice, saying, Do thyself no harm; for we are all here. Then he
called for a light, and sprang in, and came trembling, and fell down before
Paul and Silas, And brought them out, and said, Sirs, what must [ do io be
saved?” (Acts 16:25-30).

“What must T do to bc saved?” is the most important question that any-
one could ask. Then, of equal importance is the correct answer. Many men
give a denominational-church answer to this question, instead of a Bible
answer. But the person asking must hear and obcy Ged’s answer, not
man's, to be saved.

What answer did the inspired Apostle give? “And they said, believe on
the Lord Jesus Christ, and thow shalt be saved, and thy house” (Acts 16:31).
They taught him the “Lord’s plan of salvation”, or the “Gospel”. The first
part was faith, or belief, but that was not all. Jesus said: *...except ye repent,
ve shall all likewise perish” (Luke 13:3). Philip refused to baptize the
Ethiopian until he confessed Jesus to be the Son of God (Acts 8:36-38). Jesus
taught: “He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved...” (Mark 16:16).

So in order to answer this important question, the Bible reveals five
things: (1) Hear, (2} Believe, (3} Repent, (4) Confess, (5) Be baptized for
the remission of sins. This makes up the Gospel of Christ. Without obeying
the Gospel one will be “punished with everlasting destruction...” (2
Thessalonians 1:7-9).

Why not do what the Bible teaches, that you may live in heaven forev-
er? If'this is from the Bible, ané others tell yeu a different plan of salvation,
how could their message be from God? i

Charles E. Burch works with the Bellingrath Church of Christ in Mabile,
Alabama, USA,
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Some form of the word “bap- means union with Christ, Paul
tize™ or “baptism” is used over 100  writes in Romans 6:3 that we are
itmes in the New Testameni. This  “Baptized into Jesus Christ”, or as
cmphasizes the Modern Language

the importance a ‘ 7 Bible translates, we are
of the subyject W d

“haptized in union with
of baptism to

Christ Jesus.” In
the followers of . Galatians  3:27,
Christ. How ironic W Paul concludes:
and iragic, then, that “Far all of you
there s who were baptized inio
such wide- Christ have clothed your-
spread dis- Gé gW? selves with Christ”
agreement {NAS). Entrance inte
in the maod- Christ and
ern religious world Bobby Dockery all thar it
over the meaning and implies (cf.
purpose of baptism. Romans 8:1; Ephesians
The question, “What 1:7) is achieved in the act
docy baptism mean?” ol baptism.
demands our closest 2. Baptism means
possible attention. submission te the Lord-
Consider the [ollow- ship of Christ. Jesus
ng: said: Al authority has
heen given to Me in hieav-

1. Baptism
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en and on eorth” (Matthew 28:18,
NAS). lmmediately aller making
that stutement, He told His disciples
to “Go therefore and make disciples
of aff the nations, baptizing them in
the name of the Father and the Son
and the Holy Spirit” (Malthew
28:19 NAS), Clearly the command
io be baptized is rooted in the power
or Lordship of Christ. Jesus insisted
that there 18 no genuine submission
to His Lordship without cbedience
to 1lis commands. “Why do yvou
call Me, "Lord, Lord,”” He asked,
“and do not do what I sav?” (Luke
6:46, NAS). Baptism is an act by
which we acknowledge the Lord-
ship of Christ over our lives.

3. Baptistm means entrance
into the Body of Christ. In |
Corinthians 12:13, the Apostle Paul
writes: “For by one Spirit we were
all baptized into one body” (NAS}.
The one body is the church (I
Corinthians 12:12; Ephesians 1:22,
23}, This is borne out by what the
Apostle Paul says in Ephesians 5:23
where he notes that “Christ alvo is
the head af the church, He Himself
being the Savior of the body”
(Ephesians 5:23, NAS). Baptism is
the act of obedience which causcs
God to add us to the church {See
Acts 2:41,47).

4. Baptism mcans partici-
pating in the death, burial, and
resurrection of Christ. “Do vou
not kmow, ” Paul asks, “that all of us
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who have been baplized o Christ
Jesus have been baptized into His
death?” (Romuns 6:3, NAS). In the
act of baptism we become the peo-
ple for whom Christ died; we gain
the benefits which ITis death makes
possible; we re-crcate His death,
burial, and resurrection by being
buricd with Tlim in water to be
raised to newncss of lilc. In doing
50, we obey the “form” or “pat-
tern” of the doctrine which is deliv-
ercd unto us (Romans 6:17Y. Tt is
baptism which tics us to the cross of
Christ.

5. Baptism means ncwness
of life. Jcsus said ithat we must
expericnee the new birth of water
and of the Spirit (John 3;3.5) in
order to enter the kingdom of
Heaven. We are raised from hap-
tism to “walk in newness of life”
(Romans 6:4, NAS). Baptism is not
only an ending to a life of sin; it is a
beginning, the embarkation point of
the Christian life.

The fact that baptism is men-
tioned more than 100 times in the
New Testament leaves no doubt as
to its importance! The things
which are connccled with it show its
necessity,

“Now why do you delay? Get
up and be baptized, and wash away
vour sins, calling on His name”
(Acts 22:10). T

Bobby Dockery is a writer and preach-
er in Fayetteville, Arkansas, USA.
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Why Do Some Tusiot That Baptiom
Do a Reguinement!

Wayne Jackson

Why do somc insist that bap-
tism is a requirement for salvation
when the Bible simply says,
“Whosoever shall call on the name
of the Lord shall be saved” (Acts
2:21y?

The question assumes that call-
ing upen the Lord’s name and being
baptized are mutually cxclusive
obligations. They arc not.

Consider the [ollowing:

(1) 1t is evident that merely
“calling” on the name of the Christ
is not sufficient to cffect salvation,
since Jesus Himself declared: “Nof
every one thal says unto me, Lord,
Lord shall enter into the kingdom of
heaven; but he who does the will of
my Father who is in heaven”
{Matthew 7:21). Clearly, therefore,
“valling” on Christ involves more
than a mere verbal plea.

(2) Tn Acts 2, the samec apostle
who promised salvation to all who
“eall on the name of the Lord ™ also
commanded, “Repent ye. and be

immersed cach of vou, in the name of
Jesus Christ 1o obtain the forgiveness
of your sins "' (2:38). Since the “shaf
be saved” of 2:21 s equivalent Lo the
“forgiveness of sins™ in 2:38, it nec-
essarily follows that “calling on the
name of the Lord” includes both
repentance and baptism.

(3) Later testimony from the
New Testament makes it apparent
that the person who submils 0 bap-
tism, in order to receive pardon, is
calling on the name of the Lord.
Note Acts 22:16. Ananias instruct-
ed the penitent Saul as follows:
“And now why do you tarry? Arise,
and be haptized, and wash away

vour sins, calling on his name, ™

All who wish to enjoy the
remission of past sins will call on
the name of the Lord by obeying the
gospel plan of redemption. In no
ather way can onc receive pardon, <t

Wayne Jackson is the editor of
Christian Courier and lives in
Stockton, California, USA.

Salvation is not a matter of reformation

but of transformtion.




Who Am I?

93 % %-tlgﬁ méi% m%& cﬁxe arWtﬁml% &?e?u?‘ly
n%rg& a gr the.firs g‘glgagg, gvé Joyrselfa’sto

61 nf% ? hedfifth tlye; your'stdreris W %
ou §§ Sute of my Identity; look up the pdsSages of scriphie’
o ol f@ jerifyhie. facts from.God's word, s o v 00wt

@aggxm--"ww’%%ww%@*’“’*'..j‘?f&’ﬁ*&% _

1. 100 | was the son of Amittai (1:1).
2. 90 God called me to be a mighty preacher to a mighty people (1:2).

3. 80 God would have pity on that city hecause 120,000 people lived
there, and aiso much livestock (4:11),

4. 70 The climate was hot where | was, and | was grateful for shade {4:6).
5. 60 |complained to God, “It is better for me to die than to livet” (4:3).

6. 50 As is typical of humans, when God
didn’'t do what 1 wanted, | actually became
angry with Him! (4:1).

7. 40 1 explained fo God that | was not
surprised at His willingness to be merciful; |
had expecied it, and that was the reason |
had run away from my preaching job (4:2).

8. 30 |learned the hard way what it fesls
like to have weeds around my head, and to
he in water too deep to be able to save
myself {2:5).

9. 20 When my companions cast lots and
discovered that | was the reason for the
grave danger they were in, | admitted the
truth and advised them what to do to save
themselves {1:7.8).

10.10 Even though | repented of my dis-
cbedience to God's instructions, | was still a
very reluctant messenger. Maybe the rea-
son was that | did not want to be an instru-
ment for bringing anything good to the ene-
mies of my people (2:1-9).

My Score

See answer on inside back cover.
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Beginning in Acts 2, we see
Simon Peter boldly proclaiming the
Gospel. As early as Matthew 16:16,

he had confessed to Jesus: “You
are the Christ, the Son of the living
God. " But the path to Acts 2 was
not always easy. As he walked with
the Lord, Peter often made mistakes
in things he said to Him,
“Lord, this shal not
happen to you!”

After Peter’s confession, Jesus
warned His disciples that He would
suller, die, and rise again (Matthew
16:21). Jesus encourages the weak
and warns the strong (Matthew
14:27; John 16:33; 1 Corinthians
10:12; Hebrews 3:12-14),

Pcter could not believe Jesus
would die. “Then Peter took Him
aside and began to rebuke Him,
saying, ‘Far be it from You, Lord,
this shall not happen to You!'”
(Matthew 16:22). Peler confessed
who Jesus is, but denied what Jesus
said. Peler is not alone. Many con-

fess Jesus as Lord bul deny some of

His words. Fcsus said, “Buf why do
vau call Me ‘Lord, Lord,' and do

BIBLE CHARACTERS
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not do the things which I say?”
(Luke 6:46; sce Matthew 7:21-23).

In Genesis 3:4, Satan told Eve,
“You will not surely die.” Satan
often tempts us to take short-cuyts
around God’s will, bypassing any
sacrifices which may come between
us and the bencfits we desire
(Matthew 4:8-11). Jesus told Peter,
“...Get behind Me, Satan! You are
an offense fo Me, for you are not
mindfud of the things of God, but the
things af men.” Then Hc told His
disciples, “If anvone desires to
come after Me, let him deny himself,
and take up his cross, and follow
Me, For whoever desives to save his
fife will lose it, but whoever loses
his life for My sake will find it”
(Matthew 16:23-25}).

Jesus came to give ITis life as
the sacrifice for our sins (Matthew
20:28; John 1:29). After Jesus arose,
Peter understood and wroie, “krow-
ing that you were not redeemed with
corruptible things, like silver or
gold...but with the precious blood of
Christ, as of a lamb without blemish
and without spot " (1 Peter 1:18,19).
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“Lord...let us make here three
tabernacles...”

Icsus took Peler, James, and
John with Him onto a high moun-
tain to pray. The disciples fell
asleep, but later awoke Lo see Jesus
glorified. Two great men from the
past, Moses and Elijah, were talking
with Tlim about His coming death
{(Matthew 17:1-8; Mark 9:2-8; Luke
9:28-36). Peler ... did nof know
what to say, for they were greatly
afraid” (Mark 9:6). Bul He spoke
anyway, “..nof knowing what he
said” (Luke %:33). How often we
speak the wrong words when no
wards were callted for at all!

Peter suggested that they honor
all three men: “Lord, it is good for
us (o be here: if You wish, let us
make here three fabernacles: vne
Jor You, one for Moses, and one for
Eljah” (Matthew 17:4). But God
rejected the idea. “While he was
still speaking, behold u bright cloud
overshadowed them; and suddenly o
voice came out of the cloud, saving,
This is My beloved Son, in whom |
am well pleased.  Hear Him!® And
when the disciples heard i, they fell
on their faces and were greatly
afaid. But Jesus came and tovched
them and said. ‘Arise, and do not be
afraid.’ When they had lifted up
their eyes, they saw no one hut
Jesus only” (Matthew 17:5-8).
Peter later wrote about this in 2
Peter 1:16-18.

Peter surely had good inten-
tions, bul man’s religious ideas are
not acceptable 1o God (Matthew
15:9,13)., We must worship and
serve Him as He instruets vs in the
Bible, withont changing anything
(Jude 3:1; John 9).

Moses and Elijah were prophets
of God during the Qld Testament
times. But God resmoved the law of
Moses when Jesus died on the cross
{Colossians 2:14; (Galatians 3:24,
25), Now the New Covenant of
Christ 15 God’s will for His people
{(Hebrews 8:6-9; 9:15-17; John
12:48),

Jesus is our only Lord
(Ephesians 4:5). He is our only
mediator, not Mary or other depart-
ed saints (I Timotby 2:5). He is our
only way to God (John 14:6). Wc
honor (rod the Father through Christ
the Son (John 5:22,23; 23,24},

“You shall never wash my feet,”

After the last supper, Jesus
began washing the feet of His disci-
ples (John i3:1-i7). But Peter said
to Him, “Yow shall never wash my

Feet!” (13:8). Jesus reasoned wilh
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him, and Peter finaily allowed it.
Pride often prevents us from
scrving others — and letting others
help us. Jesus did not lose His
greatness by serving others. [n [act,
we see His greatness through His
service. He did not come to be
served, but Lo serve (Matthew
20:28; Philippians 2:5-11). Later,
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Peter wrote, “... ¥es, afl of vou be submissive to one another, and be clothed
with humility, Jor ‘God resisty the proud, bt gives grace fo the humble’" (1
Peter 5:5).

%, J will not deny Yon!”

Jesus warned that His disciples would forsake Him. Peter argued, “...f
will never be made to stumble” (Matthew 26:33). Jesus then warned that
Peter would deny Iim three times that night. Peter replied, “Even if 1 have
to die with You, | will not deny You!” (26:35). But he did. He denied Christ
exactly as He forctold
(Matthew 26:57-75).

Jesus did not aban-
don Peter, but helped
him overcome his sin
(Luke 22:31,32; Iohn
21:15-19), Afier Jesus
arose, Peter boldly
preached Christ to the
people who bad mur-
dered Him, endured
prison, and met death
without once turning
from the Lord (Acts
2:4; 2 Peter 1:12-15).

Peter’s mistakes do
not destroy our respect
for him. Instead, they
endear him to us. He
becomes more beloved
to us because we, like
Peter, make mistakes.
And, as Peter overcame
his mistakes with the
Lord’s help, you and [
can do the same. A

Royce Frederick is the
editor of International
Gospel Teacher and lives
in Ft. Worth, Texas, USA.
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WhAt the Bible Says
About Satan

Randy Kea

There have always been questions and speculations about the devil (or

Satan). God, in His Word, gives us all the information we need to battle and
overcome the arch-enemy of mankind (2 Peter 1:3; Deuteronomy 29:29, 2
Timothy 16,17).

Wk L b

® =
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15.
16,
17.
18.
19.
20.

21.

He is called “the devil” (accuser) — Matthew 4;1

Hge is called “the tempter” — Matthew 4:3

He is called “Satan” — Matthew 4:10

He is called the “god of this world” -— John 14:30

He is cailed “the prince of the power of the air” -—— Ephesians 2:2 (no
physical bedy)

He is called “the prince of this world” — John 14:30

He has his own “devices” — 2 Corinthians 2:11

He uses “wilcs” (tricks) - - Ephesians 6:11

He uses “subtlely” (craftiness} — 2 Corinthians 11:3

. Paul spoke of the “snare” of the devil — 1 Timothy 3:7; 2 Timothy 2:26
11,
12.
13.
14,

God 1is greater than Satan — 1 John 3:8

Satan was the first sinner — | John 3:8

He is “the father of liars” — John 8:44

He has his own preachers (all false teachers are ministers of Satan) —
2 Corinthtans 11:13-15

He is very deceptive — 2 Carinthians 11:13-15; Revelation 12:9

He perverts the Scriptures — Matthew 4:1-11

He has always sought to change God’s Word — Genesis 3:1-6

He would rob man of God’s Word - Luke 8:12 (He knows that the
Word of God is the enly source of salvation — James 1:21)

Through his devices and wiles he blinds people to the truth -~ 2
Corinthians 4:4

He is compared to a wolf, a scrpent, and a roaring lion -— 1 Peter 5:8;
John 10:12; Revelation 12:9

We can resist and overcome the wicked one — Jamcs 4:7.8; 1 Peter
5:8,9
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22. The avenues of temptation listed — 1 John 2:15-17

23. God provides a way of escape — 1 Corinthians 10:13

24. The lost will be cast into hel with the devil and his angels on the day of
judgment — Matthew 25:41,46 iy

Randy Kea preaches for the church of Christ in Forest Park, Georgia, USA.

The Hiding Ploce
No place to hide in this world of evil;
Satan’s venom is everywhere,
On the highways, in the byways,
Tempting all earth’s children

With his cvil, subtle ways.
No place to hide, only in Christ the Lord.

Seek and find this safe place of refuge;
Put on the whole armor of God.
Satan’s darts fly fast and furicus,
Secking whom they may destroy.
Fear not, you're safely hidden 'ncath God's armor.
Yeu're sately hidden in Christ the Lord.
Satan goes like a roaring lion
Seeking whom he may deceive.
Believe him not; he is a liar.
Speak to him God’s IHoly Word.
God’s Word is all-sufficient;
You're safely hidden in Christ the Lord.
Be strong, dear child, and fight life’s battle.
You have God’s promise true;
Keep faith and never faller,
Satan’s evil can ncever molest you.
Rest peacefully on Christ’s strong breast.
You’re safely hidden in Christ the Lord.
— Anna Kelly Davis
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FROM THE HEART OF...

A Twenty-First
Centeary Martyr

Before US for-
ces went inte Trag,
a man in Tikrit by
the name of Abdel
Youssef sent his
wife and daughter
to Istanbul, Turkcy.
Later he took his
lwo young sons hy
night and met his
family therc.

Read the following story and weep with us. Then
add the name Abdel Youssef to the list of faithful
heroes mentioned in the eleventh chapter of
Hebrews. Abdel has given his life for the cause of
Christ in the Middle East.

Abdel had long wished to learn about Christianity. In February, 2004,
he met a Christian in Istanbul whe put him in touch with onc of our World
English Institute teachers who proceeded to teach him by e-mail. The
teacher, a retired eclcetrical engineer, had taught in Albania in 2002 with a
WEI follow-up team. While there, he had devcloped extensive material
comparing Islam with Biblical Christtanity. e had studied the Qu’ran and
prepared himself well for the day when the opportunity came to teach
Muslims. Like Esther, he was in place “for a time such as this”.
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Within 24 hours of the first contact, Abdel had starled to spread the
news by e-mail to Yemcn, Bahrain, Oman, and Libya. Each person who
wrote said basically the same thing: “My fricnd says you can teach us how
to be Christians.”

Abdel and his wife and family werc hungry for the truth and ahsorbed
the lessons and other material sent to him as fast as it could be sent. In
March he, along with his wife and {3-vear-old daughter, was baptized into
Christ. Like Andrew who went to tell Peter after he had met Jesus, Abdel
immediately left the relative safety of Turkey and flew to Yemen where he
had rclatives and friends to tell them, “I have found the truth”. His suitcase,
containing 50 Bibles, was confiscated but he was released, undoubtedly so
he could be watched. This did not deter him,

Abdel’s World English Institute teacher wrote of him, “At one time as
many as 400 people were motivated by Abdel to study the Bible with me. A
number of them believed and were immersed. Entire groups of students
were born again. They konew that they were risking their lives. Persecution
came. Some went to jail. Ttis believed that others died.

“Abdel’s efforts were not limited fo Yemen, Thanks to him, there are
now Christians in other Middle Eastern countries. Their numbers grow,

“Abdel and his wile knew they might be tortured and killed, but they
never swaved from their commitment,

“Abdc] was jailed twice in Yemen and once in another country. He was
beaten each time. After being released the last time, a group of radicals cap-
tured him, beat him, and gouged cut one of his eyes. This beating was
severe.”

So that those who wanted 10 study would not have to go 10 public inter-
net cafes, they - on their own and with their own funds — bought 20 com-
puters and set up & rotation so that groups of family and friends could study
by e-mail. Because of this man, between March and September 2004,
about 1200 became Christians in the countries of Yemen, Bahrain,
Oman, and Libya. Without exception, they have told as that, if you can
read the Ou’ran in the original language, you know that the “peace”
taught there is “submission” (hecoming Muslims). Otherwise, you will he
destroyed. Several have disappeared, but the work continues.

To give you an idea of this man’s commitment and courage, here are
cxcerpls [rom some of his e-mails:

“Churches in America should not stop praying. Our interest is (o per-
suade (ellow-men who were brought up in this misconception kind of teach-
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ings. Some are not willing to understand and that puts our lives in danger,
Every day I wake up, before going to talk 1o anyone I must know what is
going outside. I know anytime 1 am able to land into the den of lions,

“Tell brothers in America about our love for the Lord. 1 remember
when [ watched ‘The Passion of the Christ” I saw the Son of Man {Jesus)
killing the serpent (snake). This is what we nced to know, that our Lord has
defeated the power of Satan and even if they try to ruin us in the Middle
East, we won't get scared and die easily. We win through the power that
lies behind the Lord and Savior. The Lord loves all His people and He
wants us to change.

“Should you find it necessary please we’ll also ask you to pass my
emails to churches to pray for us, We need prayers. Pray for my wite so
much. Her willingness to support me is amazing and without her I couldn’t
have done anything so courageous. Pray for my children, too, not 1o change
their minds because of what they will see in their lives in the particular envi-
ronments in which they will live. Pray for the and their family in

T want us all to congregate in before choosing a second
country. T will be willing Lo help M, and we teach each other each day. [
have no more words to say other than to tell you good news of me having
the internet at my home. God bless you and we thank you. My wife is so
tired by my side [ must take her (o bed now. It is 2:30 in the morning and ]
must sleep.

“It is very kind of you that you have been able to pray for me and my
{amily. A lol ol things are happening in the world that gives glory to our
God and Jesus. [t is with happiness in me that [ have sal to send this e-mail
to you this morning. Many have been praying o hear any word trom me
and 1 didn’t know whether T would be able to talk o anyonc in life, neither
to my wife nor my children. But for now T do thank God that He has
enabled everything (o happen as 1 have been wishing.

“T was arrested in the town of . They got me red-handed with
Bibles that T had bought through M in Turkey. Besides, they got us trying Lo
fix some several computers. This was nol a ¢oincidence but rather someone
had arranged. I was arrested with scveral others, bul to their lucks, they
were Yemini. Even the Betrayer was among us who pretended to be a Bible
student, T discovered that later.

“I was conlined in a police station waiting [or my fate, but when the
[ate was becoming something more (han [ expected, T knew T would just dic.
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| was beaten and, as | type this email, [ have several fractures in my body.
The officers humiliated me naked. 1 was taken from one point to another
and was highly warned not to try and communicate to outsiders. especially
Americans. | was not able to communicate with my wife as well. [ wus
denied food and would eat only i'T was able to be with a few others in a
shared ccll. Most of the time T spent in a loncly cage because my inmates
were very brutal and would beat me because they knew the main reason for
my arrcst was that 1 was (rying to change the Arabs to think like Americans
in Christianity,

“From there they threw me out at the border of Oman and Yemen. This
was the birth to most of my physical paing and wounds. I was arresiced as [
was thrown to that border. Oman Police officers respected me not. They
did wonders with my body. They did every expericnce a doctor could try to
exercise their skills, I was left for dead. All the time [ have been away my
life nearly ended, till God saw me through. It was just Wedncsday that 1
saw something moving in my case. [ had no choice but to threaten the
police that T would talk to friends in America so that they could contact
media groups to expose what was going on. When I got a chance 1 called
(our brother in Bahrain} whom 1 asked to make sure to call you and others
for any help. He wasted no time but rather called back to the Police station
and asked for my release. 1 think the police realized that he was so serious
and harsh that by Friday I was rcleased. They handed me to the Yemen bor-
der guards who had nothing 1o do with me and released me immediately. 1
traced my way back home and met with my family. Iam very joyful.

“There are friends in Oman whom [ talked about joining the courscs
and learn the Bible, They arc very impressed and wish to start. T ean’t
promise when they can start since T want to stay here in Yemen and see that
all people get a chance to start their lessons. T would say that if all seem not
working the brethren in Oman would help in this matter. But we must be
very carctul with all our deals.

“The work at the University is at a standstill since their leader was also
arrested. T am not sure when he will get out but all these must begin by
Monday when 1 will trace for him and see what we can do to help get him
released. [As far as we know, to this date he is still “missing™. 30 were
studying there and we think they are all gone. JT] [ don’t like group
studics unless they are people whom we really know and highly trust.
Group studies have various problems, and the major one is that there arc
people in the group who serve as agenis to make others get into jails.
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“Also, [ am not ending my cllorts in . 1 will continue with my
work as from Monday. [ haven't known how the church 18 down S. and
whether the students are participating well. My major concern, even if it
will canse my death, is to sec men in our Middle East changed., Many
hate change but those who have been well influcnced by our teachings seem
to be respouding very well. The good news is that some pcople are still
planning for the similar mecting we had last time. This time we are going to
be very carcful.

“Rest assured that our {aith in J. stands just the way we received the
good news trem you, and we will not dare to fear the world even if 1t threat-
ens to kill our physical bodies. God loves us and He will protect us in all
ways. Pass my regards to the church and tell those who have been praying
for me that T am alive but very tired and in physical pain through the beat-
ings | received while in Oman. God is love, and let’s all seek to love cach
other. Keep preaching about Jesus all the time!”

After his next disappearance Abde} was missing 16 days.

“Are you line, my brother?”

“T am fine bat have lost my left eye. [ am in pain but will be able to get
medication. T am still in Yemen. [ was nearly killed in the bush. Tell
[tiends, familics, and all Christians o pray [or me.”

From his wife:

“Abdel is at home but not where we lived before. 1t took me lots of
times, hours and money to trace for him and get him. Ile is being attended
by the doctors at home, we are paying private doctors for this, His left eye
was taken out, This makes him cry as a kid while he is in pain. Our negoti-
ation made them happicr, otherwise they had wanted to remove both eyes
and for him never to see Bible again.”

WEI teacher: “Aftcr his Jast bealing, Abdel and his family left the
country and went to a place where friends could give aid. ' With proper med-
ical support, he was recovering from his injuries.

“Then, during the third week of October, Abdel’s lifc ¢nded when a
aroup of assassins attacked him and slaughtered him in the home where he
was recovering.

“The message of Abdel’s death came from his wife on 10/24/04 with the
subject line: ‘Prayvers answered!” She said: ‘Thanks a lot for your prayers,
but as it pleases the Lord, Abdel is with Ilim now. e died shortly after 10
our time. May the Lord grant you favor 1o do his will.”
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“Abdel’s family is currently in hiding, fearing a similar faie.

“Sprecading this report is placing them and others in great danger. They
know this but they are asking ug to make these events known. They are liv-
ing for Him and are ready to die for Him.”

Testimony from Abdel’s friend:

One of Abdel’s closest friends (Muhamed Mula) wrote: “Abdel’s death
came at a time none expected. He died as a hero with no home, The killers
did all they could to make it nastier than anyene could imagine, but still the
victory is ours. Churches around the Arab world are now moumning Abdel.

“Without his efforts, we could have been in darkness. In his effort to
help the work in Yemen, Abdel bought 50 Bibles and many computers. The
compuiers, which were all confiscated, took lots of money from us. We
spent nearly $20,000 during a period of three months to bring people into
the study of the Bible through WEI Abde} was arrested with the copies of
Bible and later released on the grounds that he should not try o do such
things in Ycemen.

“Abdel was later arrested again and taken for torture. They threw him
across the border of Yemen and Oman.

“Without Abdel the three major churches in Libya would not be there.
Without Abdel, eight congregations in Yemen would not be there. Without
Abdel, two churches in Bahrain would not be there. Without Abdel,
Christians mecting in Southern Saudi would not be meeting. Without
Abdel, over 1,000 believers in all these countrics would not belicve.

“Abdel clearly posed threats to some that were very real, and that was the
principal motivation for getting rid of him. We must unite in prayers and put
our Lord Jesus Christ ahead of us. If we pray in peace and are ready to die, as
many of us have died since March this year, then we’ll make it fully.

“We are going to offer financial support to Abdcel’s children and wife.
We are surrounded by folks whose lives arc bloodthirsty. We know we may
dic¢, but we won’t give up.

“Please, if there is any international newspaper, we beg you to put this
in it so that everyone around the world can pray for us.”

In the October/November edition of WET Update, Dick Ady wrote,
“Yes, dear brothers and sisters in the Middle East, we are praying for you.
We know that God has received Abdel into Paradise where he is comforted.
We arc praying that Abdel’s story will inspire others to imitate his faith,
love, and courage.
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We are also praying that God will protect you who are still alive.

An e-mail from brother Ady on April 7, 2005 gave this information:

“We received word this morning that another sirong church leader in
the Middle East has given his life for the cause of Christ.

“Muhamed Mula has been a tower of strength in the church ever since
Abdel Youssef was martyred in October 2004. Muhamed has helped raisc
half a million dollars for the construction of a WEI Training Center in
Bahrain, He was arrested at the construction sitc in carly April. Now, he is
dead.

Muhamed is much like Abel. “By faith, he speaks, even though he is
dead” (Hebrews 11:4}.

Listen to the words of this hero of faith as he speaks to vus from the
grave: “Woe are slain each month. We are either butchered or tortured.
Unraveling the details of what happens to people would be difficult under
the best of circumstances in the gangland shadows of the Arab world. We
all must fight to stop this. Our best men are being butchered m spreading
the truth. . . . We must unite in prayers and put Jesus Christ ahead of us, 1
we pray in peace and are ready to die, as many of us have died since March
this year, then we’ll make it fully. We are surrounded by folks whese lives
are bloodthirsty. We know we may die, but we won’t give up.”

Just before his death, Muhamed wrote, “Our faith is from Jesus, not
men. They will destroy us, but they will not kill cur faith,

“Did you know that the churches in Yemen have grown so much? We
have over 1,200 people meeting each Sunday. What about Libya? The devil
is working hard, but a fourth congregation was planted last week with 41
members. There arc between 300 and 400 strong church members in Libya.

“1 will try to send more news later in the morning when 1 know who is
dead and how they were killed.”

Muhamed’s final words were, “Don’t grieve for our lives. Grieve that
some men want to kill the church.”

As someone has said, “These are the bravest people I have heard of in
modern times. May God welcome his [Muhamed’s] soul as a great soldier
of Christ.”

With love in Christ,

Dick and Maudine Ady
World English Institute
1525 N.W. Division
Gresham, OR 97030
E-mail: weiady@aol.com
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We Are Calling for Your Hel’p Now!!!
It is Urgent!!!

“I am a Christian, preaching and teaching the word of God to oth-
ers. | have onc of your books here, entitled BIBLE THEMES,
which I have read for almost 6 times. | have no other book te read
apart from the Bible. Please, 1 kindly request for more books that
you may have at the moment — even second-hand books I will
appreciate very much. Martin Mazzai (from Zambia)”

Brethren, are you listening? We are getting many calls from
our brethren in Alfrica and Asia, begging for THE VOICE OF
TRUTH INTERNATIONAL and other books. Those pcople arc
starved for Christian literature. Will we hear them or will we deny
them the spirituai food they crave? It is up to you.

With our editions in English, Spanish, (Telugu and Tamil in
India), wc are printing around 70,000 copies of this quarterly mag-
azine, but our goa! is 1o rcach 100,000 copies of each issuc (we
wish it could be a million or more!). With that volume they will
cost only 50 cents a copy. Qur printer will package and address
them for $3.00 per bag, and then the postage for 35 copies in an M-
Bag is $11.00. This means that we can print and ship onc box ol 35
copics to a foreign address for approximately $35.00, providing lit-
erature for 35 people. If you send $35.00 a2 month, covering the
cost of 12 boxes a year or 3 per quarter - - 420 magazines — you
will be enabling 420 X 10 pcople 10 read 112 pages of Gospel mes-
sage in a year. That’s 4200 pcople you can be instrumental in
teaching with this small contribution and small cffort on your part!
Think of the good that would do! Surely, most individuals and con-
gregations can spare that much for the spreading of the Gospel.

To help with this particular need, please send your checks to

THE VOICE OF TRUTH INTERNATIONAL
Box 72, Winona, MS 38967

To speed up your announcement that you want to help,
call us at 662-283-1192 or send your E-Mail to

Choate(@WorldEvangelism.org
Web site: WorldEvangelism.org




Dear Brethren:

1 | want to subscribe to the quarterly magazine, THE VOICE OF
TRUTH INTERNATIONAL. Enclosed is my check for $12.00 for four
issues, or $20.00 for eight issues, starting with Volume _____. My
address is given below.

O | want to order the complete set of volumes in print (47 issues)
for the reduced price of $2.00 per copy. My address is given below.

[ Please send spegial prices for WBS teachers and their stu-
dents.

1 1 want to MAKE A GIFT SUBSCRIPTION of THE VOICE OF
TRUTH INTERNATIONAL. Enclosed is my check for $12,00 for four
issues, or $20.00 for eight issues, starting with Volume . The
address is given below.

O | want to send $25.00 per month (or a multiple}, for a box of
35 copies (or multiples) of each issue of the magazine as they are
printed. Churches are also urged to use boxes in this way. Or
you may send one payment of $300.00 per year for four issues.
This will help us to send more cpoies o the mission fields.

¥}  We wantto give $ each month to help send this maga-
zine to mission fields of the world, including the USA..

O As a congregation we want to help print and circulate
100,000 copies of each issue of this magazine by making a spe-
cial contribution to this effort. We can specify where the copies we
pay for will be used, whether in our personal work, in jail ministry,
overseas, or . ..

{Return this form in an envelope, along with your check,
to the following address, stating your wishes.)
THE VOICE OF TRUTH INTERNATIONAL

Box 11218
Springfield, MO 65808
Att. Byron Nichols

NAME
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